13 DEC 2001
Ki ng- V&l cone
I N-COM NG KI NG GETS OFFI Cl AL VEELCOVE AHEAD OF SVEEARI NG I N

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 13 (Bernama) -- Malaysia's in-comng king, the Raja
of Perlis Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Ibni Al marhum Syed Putra Jamalullail, was
accorded a cerenopni al wel cone at Parliament Square ahead of a separate
swearing-in cerenony.

He was accomnpani ed by the Raja Perenpuan of Perlis and in-con ng Queen
Tengku Fauzi ah Tengku Abdul Rashi d.

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin was el ected Mal aysia's 12th Yang di - Pertuan
Agong or paranount ruler for a five-year termfromtoday under a unique
rotation system anong the nine Mal ay Rul ers who make up the Conference of
Mal ay Rul ers.

He succeeded Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah of Sel angor who di ed on
Nov 21.

The not orcade taking Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Tengku Fauzi ah arrived
at Parlianent Square at 9 amand their mjesties were received by the Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohanmed Ali.

The cerenony, steeped in the tradition of Ml aysia' constitutional
nmonar chy began with the royal salute by the guard of honour as the national
ant hem " Negar aku" was pl ayed simultaneously with a 21-gun sal ute.

The Sandhurst-trai ned Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin, who once served with the
Reconnai ssance Regi nent, then inspected the guard of honour mounted by 104
officers and men of the Ist Battalion Royal Ml ay Regi nent commanded by Maj
Mohanmed Ariffin Suhaim.

The Federal Territory Mufti Datuk Hashi m Yahaya then recited prayers
for divine blessing of the cerenony.

This was foll owed by Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin taking a second salute from
the guard of honour as the military band again played "Negaraku".

Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin was then introduced to nmenbers of the Cabinet
and deputy mnisters.

The royal couple then left for Istana Perlis here before proceeding to
| stana Negara for Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin to take the oath of office and
sign docunents constituting the instruments of Kkingship.
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