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| PF played vital role, says PM

Ram an Sai d; Anni e Freeda Cruez

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Indian Progressive Front has played a positive
role in enhancing the i mage of Barisan Nasional, especially anong the

I ndi an conmunity, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said.

The Prime Mnister said it had worked hard to hel p the Barisan Nasi ona
during the recent general election although it was not a nenber of the
coalition.

"The spirit shown by I PF has been well-received by all BN conponent
parties," he said in the souvenir programre of the party's ninth genera
assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre on Sunday.

Dr Mahat hir expressed hope that the | PF, under the | eadership of Datuk
M G Pandi than, would continue to support all BN policies as well as face
chal | enges t oget her.

The Prime M nister also praised the party for the success in overcom ng
various chal l enges since its inception.

Dr Mahathir said in today's challenging political scenario, it was vital
that in developing the country, all levels of society strove towards
mai ntai ning unity and strengtheni ng co-operation among each ot her.

"W nust realise that only stability can ensure peace and prosperity of
the country and its multi-racial comunity. The BN Governnent will ensure
that all devel opment programres be inpl enmented snoothly and benefits the
people."

Meanwhi | e, Pandi t han sai d gai ni ng personal political nileage or entry
into People's Progressive Party was not in his agenda as his main priority
was to ensure the well-being of party nmenbers.

"Why all the fuss about me? | amnot inportant but to ne the well-being
of party nmenmbers is inportant,” he said when conmenti ng on People's
Progressive Party president Datuk M Kayveas' decision to only invite |IPF
menbers and not Pandithan into the party.

"I can only thank themfor making their stand clear. My concern is only
for ny nenbers. | amnot worried about nyself."

Reserving coments on the issue, Pandithan said his future as |IPF
presi dent woul d be decided by the party's 2,949 del egates during its ninth
general assenbly this Sunday.

The del egates are from 100 | PF divi sions besides 250 fromthe Youth and
anot her 250 fromthe Wanita w ngs.

The assenbly will be opened by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badaw .

"I wWill in no way influence the nenbers. They will nmake the decision,
whet her right or wong they will have to face it," he said.

Pandi t han, who woul d not be casting his ballot, said he woul d abi de by
t he deci si on made by the del egates.

He added there woul d be some 1, 000 observers at the assenbly including a
fewfromtheir two branches in Kota Ki nabal u and Labuan.

He sai d del egates would be tabling sone 10 resolutions with the nain one
bei ng pl edgi ng their undivided support and loyalty to Bari san Nasi onal and
its | eaders, especially Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah.

Pandi t han said they would al so urge the Governnent to take proactive
nmeasures to teach Mathematics and Science in Bahasa Malaysia in Taml
school s as many of them perform badly when they joined renpve cl asses.

"The Education Mnistry shoul d seriously conduct a study why Tani |
school pupils do not excel in their UPSR exam nations resulting in nany



droppi ng out."
( END)
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