12/ 02/ 2001
| PF del egates vote overwhel m ngly against joining MC

Ram an Sai d; Patrick Sennyah; Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Indian Progressive Front del egates today voted
agai nst disolving the party, with only one vote supporting the proposa
that the party be di shanded and nenbers joining MC.

O the 2,949 del egat es who voted, 2,945 decided that | PF should remain
as it is. One vote was cast in favour of joining the People's Progressive
Party while there were two spoilt votes.

| PF president Datuk M G Pandithan abstained fromvoting at the party's
ninth general assenbly held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

It was opened by Deputy Prinme Mnister and Bari san Nasi onal deputy
chai rman Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

The voting was held following an invitation fromM C president Datuk
Seri S. Sany Vellu for Pandithan and | PF nenbers to join MC

PPP president Datuk M Kayveas had also invited | PF nenbers with the
exception of Pandithan to join PPP, for the sake of Indian unity.

In an i nmedi ate response, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
said in Kota Kinabalu that he was di sappointed with the deci sion.

"I am di sappoi nted because we have a problemin not being able to accept
|PF into the BN while we recognise | PF as a staunch supporter of BN " said
Dr Mahathir, who is BN chai r man.

As soon as the results were announced by el ection conmittee head Lt-Ko
(R) Dr Harcharan Singh, it was greeted by thunderous cheers and shouts of
H dup Pandit han. Pandithan was al so hoi sted by supporters.

At a Press conference |ater, Pandithan said he woul d abi de by the
del egat es' deci sion who wanted the party to continue with its struggle.

"I will send a letter to the BN | eadership on the results and al so neet
Dr Mahathir to explain the matter,"” he said adding that he would | eave the
future of IPF to the political wi sdomof the Prine Mnister.

He said apart fromMC, the other conponent parties in BN supported
| PF's entry.

"Though being two separate entities, | amprepared to neet Sany Vellu
for the sake of unity and co-operation.”

Pandi t han said the problens of the Indian community were concentr ated
nmore anong the grassroots and it was best for Sany Vellu to set aside al
di fferences between them and work together to overcone this.

"I will meet himbut I won't invite himto join IPF and he should no
I onger invite me to join MC or block our entry into the BN."

Asked if he had any strategies to ensure | PF was accepted into BN
Pandi t han said: "I believe in hardwork. | have nany young nenbers and the
BN | eadershi p recogni ses this."

Dr Mahathir said the easy way for IPF to be part of the BN was for its
menbers to join the M C or PPP

"But it looks like they are not interested (in joining the MC or PPP)
so we cannot do anything," he said.

He was speaking at a Press conference after a neeting with Umo branch
| eaders, including fromthe Youth and Wanita nmovenent, fromthe Gaya and
Tanjung Aru division, at the Kuwasa Conpl ex, here today.

Asked if the BN will consider accepting the |PF as a party into the BN s
fold, Dr Mahathir said: "W cannot because it (decision to adnit a party
into the BN) has to be by consensus."

On the inplication of the I PF' s decision, Dr Mahathir said he hoped the
party woul d continue to support the BN from outsi de
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