30 OCT 2001
I ran- Mahat hi r
| RAN CONCURS WTH DR MAHATHI R S VI EW5 ON AFGHANI STAN

PUTRAJAYA, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Iran agrees fully with Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s views that the root cause of terrorism
shoul d be resolved first with particular reference to the current situation
in West Asia especially the Pal estinian question.

Iran's Foreign Mnister Dr Kamal Kharazzi said that the issue of
terrorisimwas very conplicated and resolutions could only be found after
the West Asi an probl ens had been taken care of.

"Terrorismand the problemof dealing with terrorismis a very
conplicated i ssue and the root causes of the problens nust be recognised.
We nust | ook how the US conducts itself in Wst Asia," he said at a press
conference after calling on Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar
here today.

Kamal is in Malaysia in the course of his tour of the region to hold
consultations with allies on the ongoing crisis in Afghanistan.

During the 9th Asia Pacific Econom c Cooperation (APEC) informal sunmt
i n Shanghai on GCct 20, Dr Mahathir in separate talks with US President
CGeorge WBush had urged the U S to help resolve the Pal estinian issue in
its fight against international terrorismfollowing the Sept 11 attacks on
its soil.

In sharing the views, Kamal said, "The Wst Asian problens nmust be
resolved and the full rights of the Pal estinians nust be restored.”

"The US cannot attack a Muslimcountry on the pretext of terrorism™

On the establishnment of a new post-war governnment in Afghanistan, he
said it should include representatives of all its races and ethnic groups
and shoul d be managed by the United Nations.

At the same press conference, Syed Ham d said that Iran and Mal aysi a
shared the sanme view in their stand against terrorism

Both countries agreed that war would not put an end to terrorism

" Anyt hi ng done in Afghanistan nmust satisfy the people of that
country,"” he said.
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