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ON BOARD MALAYSI A Al RLI NES FLI GHT M#4803, June 17 (Bernama) -- lragq
paid tribute to Malaysia's historic peace and friendship m ssion to Baghdad
in support of its people who are reeling fromnore than a decade-old United
Nati ons sancti ons.

Iragi President Saddam Hussein told Mal aysian Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Syed Hamid Al bar during their neeting in Baghdad yesterday that the
Mal aysi an humanitarian effort woul d al ways be renenbered as a sincere
gesture froma brotherly country.

"I think they were taken by surprise with the sincerity shown...he
started off by saying that he wanted ne to i nform each and everyone in the
Mal aysi an del egation of their deep appreciation of the trip and their
grateful ness to the government,"” Syed Hamid told journalists on the
chartered flight home fromthe three-day visit early today.

The nmessage was | ater relayed by Captain Mohaned Nawawi Awang, Mal aysia
Airlines (MAS) vice-president of flight operations, who was piloting the
pl ane, to the 260 passengers through the public address system Mbst of
t hem responded with a warm appl ause.

During the courtesy call on the Iraqgi president, Syed Ham d handed over
a letter of good wishes fromPrine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
to Saddam

Iraqgi Deputy Prinme Mnister Tariq Aziz, who is acting Foreign Mnister,
and the lraqi Anmbassador to Mal aysia Adnan Malik Al -Ghazali were present
during the 90-m nute neeting.

" The prine mnister's letter to Saddam expresses the governnment's and
the people's synpathy to the suffering of the Iragi people in facing the
sanctions,"” said Syed Ham d

It also highlighted Malaysia's desire to do everything possible to
assist themto alleviate the sufferings and prom sed to cooperate with Iraq
in getting the sanctions lifted.

The econonic sanctions were inposed on lraq after it invaded
nei ghbouring Kuwait in 1990.

The UN Security Council is currently deliberating a proposal by
Britain, with United States backing, to push through a revised formof the
economni ¢ sancti ons.

The so-called "smart sanctions” woul d ease bans on civilian trade with
Irag while tightening a weapons ban and draw up a list of itenms that could
have mlitary uses for the council's approval.

The US-British plan is a revision of the oil-for-food programe in
operation since 1996, allowing lrag to sell oil and order food, nedicine
and ot her goods under UN supervision. The US and Britain hope to conplete
negoti ati ons by July 3.

Syed Hanmid said the visit was never planned to coincide with the
ongoi ng debate at the United Nations Security Council on the smart
sancti ons.

"As far as Malaysia is concerned, we have al ways taken the view that
sanctions should not be continued as it has caused a | ot of sufferings,
injustice and the future generation in lraq is affected,” he said.

Asked whet her Saddam had stated his mnd on the proposed smart
sanctions during the neeting, Syed Hamd said: "I think he felt the smart
sanctions is not smart after all because it will never be accepted

"They consider the (existing) sanctions as unjustified and the proposed



smart sanctions is going to worsen their position," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Adnan told Bernanma that the nission was significant because
of its size and diversity of the del egation representing various sectors of
t he Mal aysi an popul ati on.

"The way the m ssion was warnmly received in Baghdad shows how grat ef ul
the Iragi people are to Malaysia...Mlaysia is not only supporting them
verbally but translating the support into action," said Adnan who fol |l owed
the trip.

Apart from seni or governnent officials, nmenbers of the del egation were
drawn fromthe private sector, non-governnental organisations, mnedica
students and nedi a representatives.

Syed Hami d thanked the private sector for supporting the governnment's
initiative to nmount the humanitarian flight. Atotal of RML.2 mIlion was
donated by the private sector for the m ssion

The eight-hour flight hone took a different route after the journey to
Baghdad encountered "difficulties”.

Mal aysi a had notified the UN Security Council of the mission to
Baghdad, follow ng which all the countries along the route gave their
perm ssion for the plane to pass through

"But as we were in the air and were approaching certain countries,
there were sonme refusal for us to pass through their airspace,” said Syed
Ham d of the journey on Wednesday.

After sone negotiations, the plane was eventually allowed to fly direct
to Baghdad t hrough anot her country.

"I would not want to name the countries (which did not allow the plane
to fly through their airspace) but the nost inportant thing is we were able
to resolve the problem and reach Baghdad, " he added.
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