27/ 02/ 2001
I rresponsi bl e reporting such as Asi aweek's should not be | eft unanswered

Ong Poh Choo
| READ with disgust the article which appeared in the Jan 26 issue of
Asi aweek, purportedly based on an exclusive interviewwth Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.
| appreciate the reply to the article by the Prine Mnister's Speci al
Assi st ant Dat uk Hashi m Makaruddi n, "Courtesy repaid wi th vicious report”
(NST, Feb 14) in which he answered the accusati ons and exposed the
i naccurate facts.
I do not view the response as bei ng defensive because such irresponsible
reporting should never be |l eft unchecked. | speak on behal f of the
Mal aysi an peopl e who appreciate the country's conti nued prosperity and
growt h under its past and present | eadership
| do not think this can happen without capabl e and charismatic
| eadership - the sane | eadership that the article chooses to ridicule.
The reason | amwiting this letter is | think Mlaysians should voice
our objections, albeit in acivilised manner. | have great pride in
telling ny foreign friends and acquai ntances about the country's
achi evenents, her beauty and the warm and hospitable nature of her people.
Naturally, it would be unrealistic to expect the situation to be rosy
all the tine.
Trials and tribulations are a part of existence, whether for an

i ndi vidual or the country. | live in gratitude for the peace and
tranquillity, although, |ike nost Ml aysians, sonetimes | take this for
grant ed.

But when | | ook at the news reports on the periods of unrest in a few
nei ghbouring countries, | amrem nded of the inportance of stability,

whet her political, social or econonical.

Maybe certain nmedia reports exacerbated the situation or were actually a
part of a schene to cripple these economes for the benefit of certain
factions withill-intent.

It is arelief that Ml aysians are not easily manipul ated by our
"enem es", although there were periods when sone of us did play into their
hands and participated in riots and denponstrati ons.

The hi gh respect | have for the journalistic profession continues to
erode with inaccurate and bi ased reporting denonstrated by the article in
Asi aweek.

It is amazi ng how the western nedi a skews the facts in order to downpl ay
our achi evenents and bl atantly express their opposition to the Government
- | guess in support of the Opposition.

| hope fell ow Mal aysi ans can see through such articles which take on the
guise of fair reporting when they are in fact clear attenpts to undermn ne
our efforts.

There are factions which are bent on sowi ng the seeds of choas, hatred
and racial disharnony to create instability in the country. One is left
with the conclusion that such publications are working for these factions.

Two things come to nmy mind when reading the article - its ill-intent and
desperate attenpt to | everage on controversy to sell the publication.

Both are far fromnoble and I am sure, breaches every possi bl e code of
ethics that the journalistic profession uphol ds.

I f sensationalising news while conprom sing on accuracy remnai ns the
credo of the publication, it should be categorised as entertainnent, based
on fiction, conjured in the mnds of the witers.
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