15/ 08/ 2001
| SA arrests are to protect peace in country

Dat uk Must apa Mohaned

ALLOWNne to refer to your article titled "Mahathir cracks down on crisis -
Mal aysi an police arrest opposition | eader and ban public rallies” by Rajiv
Chandrasekaran in your Aug 13 issue.

VWil e we appreciate your interest in Malaysian affairs, we feel obliged
to clarify some of the points raised, or otherw se your readers - a
substantial nunber of themare Malaysians - will be m sled or even | ose
confidence in the credibility of your paper.

In the first place, | aw abiding Ml aysians are aware that the current
so-cal l ed "crackdown on the critics" is not targeted at opposition party
nenbers.

Those arrested over the past week were suspected by the police of having
l'inks with a number of foreign Muslimextrem st novenents to bring down
t he Governnment through undenocratic means which include the use of
vi ol ence.

Some nmenbers of this mlitant group, as your witer correctly quoted the
Prime Mnister, had "even tried to make hand grenades, find weapons and
buy guns fromother countries".

It is purely a coincidence that they are nenbers of the Pan-Mal aysi an
Islamic Party. One nust not forget that there are thousands of other
menbers of the opposition parties who are still out there vilifying the
Governnent and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in particul ar
day in and day out and nothi ng happens to them

The so called "draconi an neasures” nmentioned in your article are merely
an exercise by the police to ensure that the security of the country is
al ways intact so that not only Mal aysians can carry out their daily
busi ness without fear but also to assure foreign investors that their
i nvestnents in the country are safe.

As you are probably well aware, the Ml aysian Internal Security Act,
inherited fromthe British colonial masters, is a preventive law. It has
proven to be successful in protecting peace-|oving Ml aysi ans and provi de
themw th an abundant sense of security. It has al so enabl ed the
authorities to put off the possible security threats to the nation during
its infancy.

Under the law the police are allowed to detain any suspect for a period
of not nore than 60 days for investigation. Only when they are found to
pose a serious security threat would they then be detained further.

Your suggestion that the Governnment has no evidence to back up its
clains is a bit premature as one of the perpetrators has already been
brought to court to face trial on Aug 11. W fail to conprehend how t he
nmeasures by the Governnent could create a tense judicial showdown and
increase religious and ethnic polarisation as you suggested whence in
actual fact this is what exactly the authorities are trying to prevent by
taki ng the said nmeasures.

As a matter of fact, the | SA has been instrunental in maintaining racial
har mony, peace, stability and prosperity in the country.
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