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| SA | S RELEVANT AS MALAYSIA | S STILL NOT SAFE FROM EXTERNAL THREATS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 20 (Bernama) -- A forner detainee under the
Internal Security Act (I1SA), Dr Kassim Ahnmad, said today that the |ISA was
still relevant and crucial in protecting the country frominternal and
external threats and ensuring continued econom ¢ growt h and preserving
har mrony anong the various races.

He said Mal aysia was still not safe fromexternal threats and, in fact,
there were sonme Mal aysi ans who were not aware that they were being used as
a tool by outsiders to cripple the country.

"We can clearly see the British/Anerican enpire planning various plots
to topple Dr Mahathir (Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad) and
t he governnment under his | eadership.

"This is an obvi ous danger faced by our country and the governnent can
t ake measures to prevent individuals or groups who are acting in tandem
with the interests of the neo-colonialists,” he said in an interview which
was telecast on TV1 in "Berita Perdana"” produced by Radi o Tel evi si on
Mal aysi a (RTM tonight.

Kassi m said al though the | SA was drafted to overconme threats and
subversive elenents, it was still relevant in view of the different
scenario faced by the country now.

On the claimthat the | SA was contrary to the international declaration
on human rights by the United Nations, he said the declaration actually
allowed restrictions inposed to prevent nore serious problens.

"For exanple, in the declaration, Article 29 (2) states that in the
execution of these rights and freedom everyone nmust be subjected to
restrictions deternmned by the law," he said.
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