03/ 05/ 2001
| SA: “No need for referendun

nyah

DEPUTY Home M ni ster Datuk Zainal Abidin Zin said there was no need for a
referendumto determi ne whether the Internal Security Act was supported by
t he peopl e.

He said this when replying to Abdul Rahman Yusof (Keadil an-Kemaman) who
chal | enged the Government to conduct a referendumto gauge public support
for the Act.

Zai nal Abi din, w nding-up on points raised by MPs debating the Eighth
Mal aysi a Pl an, had his hands full responding to queries on the arrests of
10 refornasi | eaders under the | SA, which the Opposition clainmed had been
carried out to silence dissenting voices.

He had to decline requests for clarification fromMPs including Mahfuz
Omar (Pas- Pokok Sena,) reasoning that nuch had been said on the matter.

The |1 SA was al so the topic of conversation in the | obby when the w ves
of those arrested cane to submt a nmenorandumto Opposition Leader Datuk
Fadzi | Noor.

They want Parlianment to debate the matter and adopt a resol ution urging
the police to grant access to those det ai ned.

A copy of the nmenorandum was al so submitted to Speaker Tun Mbhaned Zahir
Ismail. It was accepted by one of his staff.

Later, they conveyed their denands to Zai nal Abidin whomthey nmanaged to
“corner' in the canteen.

The Deputy Mnister said he would take themto the Mnistry.

Earlier in the House, Zainal Abidin said the Mal aysian Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssi on (Suhakam woul d be given access to the detai nees once police
i nvestigations had been conpl et ed.

He said imedi ate fam |y menbers would al so be allowed to visit then

He was respondi ng to Fadzil (Pas-Pendang) who asked why no one had been
allowed to nmeet the 10 who had been in detention for nore than 21 days.

Dr Syed Azman Syed Ahrmad Nawawi ( Pas- Kual a Terengganu) criticised Zai na
Abi din for supporting the | SA now when at one tinme he had been anong its
strongest critics. Zainal Abidin was a forner | eader of the now defunct
Parti Mel ayu Senmangat 46.

He added that the use of the | SA showed Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad was a dictator who had ordered the arrests to protect his
i nterests.

Zainal Abidin replied: "If Dr Mahathir were a dictator, | would be anong
the first to be arrested (then) because | was a fierce critic of the
Governnent. But | was not arrested ... it was because | had not commtted

any wrongdoi ng. Likew se, these people have been arrested, not because
they are fromthe Opposition, but because they broke the |aw. "
The Deputy Mnister reiterated that the arrests were preventive and were
made to facilitate investigations into activities deened detrinental to
t he country.
( END)
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