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I sl am and nodernity go hand in hand
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| SLAM was given its special position in the Constitution because at the
time of independence, the Malays who are the native people, were in the
maj ority.

No doubt that the provision in the Constitution plays a vital role in
maki ng Mal aya, and | ater Mal aysia, a peaceful and stable multi-ethnic and
mul ti-religious country.

The strategy of bal anced devel opnent was clearly spelt out by the
country's second Prime Mnister, the |ate Tun Abdul Razak when he said
t hat :

"Econonmic growth is a necessary goal for Ml aysia, but it nust not be
considered to outwei gh others nor should it be assunmed that every action
that increases wealth is necessarily right.

"Qur devel oprment shoul d have a focus not entirely on material gain, but
a focus al so on the human, social, cultural and religious aspects of our
lives, so that we can build up a Malaysia which is not only economcally
stabl e, but which is also a nation of people who are happy within
t hensel ves, self reliant and secure within their own sincerity of
pur pose. "

Let's not forget that the newy independent Mal aya had to contend with
nunerous challenges. On the political front, there were the threats of the
conmuni sts and the | ndonesi an confrontation.

On the country's econony, a decision had to be made whether it shoul d
remai n agricul tural -based or diversify. The social challenges included
inter-ethnic relations, incone disparity and educational opportunities.

Early efforts of the Governnent were ainmed at restoring peace and
stability by beefing up the police and mlitary forces, introducing the
identification card for every citizen and organi sing resettl enment
programmes, creating an environnent conducive for ethnic bargai ning and
i ncorporating planned changes through five-year plans.

This is proof that the Government has taken into full consideration the
i ssue of the maslahah or public interest, an Islamc principle applied by
t he Prophet Muhammad when adninistering the city of Medina in the seventh
century.

O her specific progranmres included the opening of vast areas of |land for
settlers under the Felda and Fel cra schenes, the introduction of
devel opnent agencies in the formof R da (then Mara), the setting up of
uni versities, colleges, boarding schools, research institutes, nuseuns,
archi ves and nosques, the provision of utilities such as electricity,
wat er supply and tel ephones, the building of infrastructure |ike roads,
hospital s, parks and radi o and tel evi si on broadcasti ng stations.

No doubt these are sone of the reasons why the Prime M nister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has accorded the | ate Tunku Abdul Rahman the
title, "the greatest Mal aysian | eader of all"

After the 1969 May 13 riots, a new social contract was adopted. It also
coincided with the country's initial nmove into industrialisation. The New
Econom ¢ Policy focused on eradicating poverty and restructuring society.

The greatest achi evemrent of the NEP was the trenendous increase in the
nunber of Ml ay-Muslins who managed to pursue tertiary education.

The Second Qutline Perspective Plan took over where the NEP had |eft
of f. Consi derabl e success, too, was achi eved at the end of the OPP2. The
i nci dence of poverty anong Mal aysi ans was greatly reduced.



The proportion of Muslinms in the professional and technical as well as
adm ni strative and manageri al categories increased trenmendously during the
peri od.

| mprovenents, too, were registered in the quality of life arising from
t he enhancenent in per capita income.

Today, Mal aysia is enbarking on the OPP3. This 10-year plan in expected
to lay the foundation for the country's |leap to becom ng a devel oped
nati on.

The focus is on strengthening the critical elenents that support the
devel opnent of the know edge-based econony.

One of the nost inportant elenments is the creation of a critical nmass of
know edge workers, a notion very nuch inline with the Islamc teaching
that puts a high value on a know edgeabl e person.

Si nce i ndependence, education has al ways been given top priority in the
nation's annual budget. Many universities have been opened to ensure that
enough nmanpower will be trained to keep the nation moving.

To ensure that institutions of higher |earning produce well-bal anced
graduat es, there has al so been an unrel enting enphasis on religious
educat i on.

In 1983, Ml aysia adopted an |Islamc systemof finance as an alternative
to the already established conventional system The nain aimof Islamc
finance is achieving nore stability and efficiency in allocating
resour ces.

The takaful insurance schemes were also introduced. The other Islamc
financial instrunment is pawn broking or ar-rahnu. Bank Rakyat is a co-
operative credit institution that currently deals with this product.

The admi ni stration of zakat collection centres has now been noderni sed
and computerised. Zakat is now collected fromindividual s and conpani es,
and di sbursed to the needy nore efficiently and effectively.

Al though the Islamic financial facilities are intended for Mislins, they
are gai ning popularity anong the non-Mislinms. Many of the custoners of
Bank | sl am Mal aysi a are non- Musl i is.

Bef ore i ndependence, the position of the syariah courts and offices was
truly subordinate, with limted jurisdiction and being positioned at the
bottom of the court structure.

Cases deci ded by syariah courts could be overridden by the decision of
the civil courts. However, by 1984 the power of the syariah courts was
el evat ed.

This was further enhanced in 1988, when an anmendnment to Article 121 of
the Federal Constitution that was passed by Parlianment put an end to the
conflict of jurisdiction between the civil and syariah courts.

The setting up of the Mal aysian Syariah Judiciary Departnent in 1998 has
expedited efforts to bring uniformity in the adm nistration of Islamc | aw
and nanagenent of Islamc |egal institutions.

The syariah courts have becone an integral part of the court systemin
Mal aysi a. They have now becone nore organi sed, better equi pped and highly
respect ed.

Since attaining i ndependence, Ml aysi a has been an i nportant part of the
I slam ¢ worl d.

Mal aysia is one of the founding nmenbers of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C). The late Tunku Abdul Rahman was the O C secretary-
general from1971-1973

The country has organi sed the |International Conference of Foreign
Mnisters twice. At the ICFM 2000, it was elected to head a commttee to
| ook into the restructuring of the O C.

In 2003, Ml aysia shall, for the first time, host the O C Sunmit of
ki ngs and heads of state and Governnents.



Si nce i ndependence, the Governnment of Ml aysia that is led by the
Musl i ms has shown to all quarters that governance based on Islamc
principles can be truly practised because it neither condems nor
excl udes.

The | eadership bears the responsibility to protect life, wealth, dignity
and honour of every Mal aysi an. The peopl e reci procate by working hard and
giving their utnost support to devel opnent progranmes.

Mal aysi a's success in building a nodern, peaceful, stable and prosperous
soci ety, guided by the social and noral val ues of |Islamhas nmade many in
ot her parts of the world | ook upon it in admration.

As the country noves froman agricul tural - based econony to
i ndustrialisation and to the k-econony, it has successfully shown that
I sl am and nodernity can survive side by side
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