20/ 04/ 2001

I slami c uni versities conference cones to a concl usi on

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Second Ceneral Conference of the Federation of
the Universities of the Islamc Wrld drewto a cl ose today.

Organi sing chairman Datuk Dr Janmi| OGsman said the conference, which
began on April 17, went along snoothly and successfully.

Some 96 partici pants nmade up of Chancellors, Vice-Chancellors and
representatives fromvarious academ c institutions fromaround the world
had sat down to pass anmong others, the new charter, rules and regul ations
and statutes.

"The new charter is especially significant as it is the first time the
federati on has adopted a charter, since its inception in 1987," he said.

The charter will govern the federation as well as define the role and
conduct of its executive council and general conference.

Today the federation elected the new of fice nenbers of the executive
council for the next neeting in Decenmber 2003.

The next president will be fromthe Islamc Azad University, lran; vice-
presidents fromAssiut University, Egypt, University of Brunei Darussal am
Brunei, and Shandi University, Sudan; and rapporteur fromthe Mehran
Uni versity of Engi neering and Technol ogy, Paki stan.

The next FUWW Il be held at the University of Sharjah, Saudi Arabia.

Jam| said this session saw the participation of nore Ml aysian
universities, with Universiti Putra Ml aysia being accepted into the new
executive counci l

He said the conference was a positive step towards the exchange of ideas
and research, as well as anong staff and students of Islamc universities
of the world.

"As Malaysia is a centre of educational excellence attracting students
fromaround the world, we hope even nore foreign Miuslimstudents,
especi al ly post-graduate ones, will study in our country,"” said Jam|.

He said at present, Muslimintellectuals and professionals were
scattered around t he gl obe.

"Thi s poses a human resource probl em anong the | ess devel oped countri es,
causi ng sonme shortage in manpower." To counter this, the FUWis also in
the process of recogni sing degrees fromnenber countries.

Jam | added Dr Abdul aziz O hnan Altwaijri, as Director-General of the
I sl am ¢ Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (lsesco) had
several top-level neetings with the Education Mnister and others to | obby
for recognition of degrees from menber universities.

After the adoption of the final draft report, menbers of the FUW
endor sed a nenorandum expressing their solidarity and support for
Pal esti ni an uni versities.

The menmorandumwi || be handed over to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad by I1UMrector Prof Dr M Kanmal Hassan today.

( END)
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