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Islamic state: Umo to explain

Jason Cerald

KUANTAN, Sun. - Ummo will neet Barisan Nasional conponent parties to
expl ain Mal aysia's status as an Islamc country, Umo secretary-genera
Tan Sri Mohd Khalil Yaakob said today.

He said the explanation would not only be done at formal neetings but
al so informal neetings between | eaders and nenbers of the conponent
parties. "This will give a chance to Umo to give a clear understandi ng of
an Islamc country in the | ocal context.

"W, in the BN, have already got a good understandi ng and by expl ai ni ng
Mal aysia's position as an Islamc country to other BN menbers woul d
further enhance the co-operation between Umo and ot her conponent
parties," he said.

Mohd Khalil said this to reporters when asked to coment on Dr
Mahat hir's statement in his speech when decl ari ng open Gerakan's 30th
nati onal del egates conference on Saturday that "Umo wants to say clearly
that Malaysia is an Islamc country"”.

He had earlier closed the Kemas ki ndergarten's sports day in | ndera
Mahkot a here.

Khal il said Mal aysia was al ready acknow edged as an Islanm c state by
other Islam c countries and its | eaders at various conferences.

"These countries were satisfied when they saw the situation in Ml aysia
whi ch had the criteria for an Islamc state.”

On the response of non-Muslins to the Prime Mnister's announcenent t hat
Mal aysia was an Islamic state, Khalil said based on the statenents of BN
component party | eaders, they accepted the assurance that the Governnent
woul d not restrict non-Muslins frompractising their respective religions.

He said what Umnmo was doing to uphold the position of Islamin Mlaysia
enconpassed the admi nistration and the | aws accept abl e and under st ood by
both Muslinms and non- Musli ns.

He said Dr Mahathir's statenent clearly answered several questions which
had been rai sed pertaining to Mal aysia being an Islamc state.

On the other hand, Pas did not explain anything apart from saying that
inthe States in which it was in power, non-Mislins could go about the
lives as usual

Khalil said the DAP's adni ssion that the concept of the Islamc state as
uphel d by Umo was nore tol erant proved there was no probl em anbng non-
Musl i ms over Mal aysia being an Islamic state.

DAP life adviser Dr Chen Man Hin said today if conpared with the Pas
concept of an Islanic state, the Umo concept was nore tol erant and
acceptabl e to non-Musli ns.
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