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| SLAM C OFFI Cl ALS TO OBSERVE EDUCATI ON PROGRAMVE ON Al DS | N UGANDA

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- A nine-nenber del egation which
i ncl udes seven Islamc officials will be in Kanpala tonorrow until Nov 7 to
observe a project called "Education on Aids through | mans" being
i npl enented i n Uganda, Mal aysi an Aids Council president Datin Paduka Marina
Mahat hir sai d today.

The council's executive director, N k Fahnmee Nk Hussin, is |eading the
del egation conprising representatives of the council, Islamc Devel opnent
Department Mal aysia (Jakim, Persatuan Pengasi h, a non-governnental
organi sation providi ng guidance to rehabilitated addicts, imans and nuftis.

Among themare Perlis Miufti Datuk Mat Jahya Husin, National Msque | nam
Pirdaus Ismail, Federal Territory Mysque | mam Mohanmed Mbhamed Zain and
Senior Cinical Assistant (Religious Affairs) of Persatuan Pengasi h Mohaned
Naj i b Mohaned Har un.

Marina told a nmedia conference that the main objective of the visit was
to expose the country's Islamc officials on efforts to deal with H V/ A ds
in the Islam c context in Uganda.

The project, organised by the Islamc Medical Association Uganda
(IMAU), has been recogni sed as the best project to deal with H V/ Aids by
the United Nations Joint Programe on H V/ Aids (UNAIDS).

"The benefits to be derived by the country's Islamc officials from
such a programe is i mense,"” Marina said.

The visit is fully sponsored by the Al Bukhari Foundati on and arranged
by the council.

Marina said that the visit was a followup to a coll oqui umon Islam and
H V/ Ai ds organi sed by the council in May 1999 when | MAU chai rman Dr Magi d
Kagi mu Sal onga and his col | eague, Neema Hakyonj o, shared their experience
i n planning a programe on providi ng education on Aids through imans.

She said that preventive neasures taken by the Miuslim community in
dealing with HH'V/Aids as well as the support and treatnent provided by the
community in Uganda were very encouragi ng.

According to Marina, besides observing the | MAU programe and ot her
projects inplenented in Uganda, the del egati on woul d have the opportunity
to attend a four-day discussion anmong world Islanmc |eaders on HHV/Aids to
be held in Kanpala from Nov 1.

The 1 MAU has nobilised Miuslins in Uganda to join forces to overcone
Ai ds through the education programe on Aids through i manms which started in
two districts in 1992 and expanded to 10 districts in five years.

The project involves 850 nosques and sone 6,800 vol unteers have been
trai ned.
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