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| slamic state i ssue dom nat es

Ram an Sai d

AS expected, the Budget 2002 debate this week was dom nated by the Islanic
state issue, with Barisan Nasional and Opposition MPs trying their best to
denol i sh each other's argunent.

BN nenbers were united in saying that Ml aysia was already an Islamc
state whil e Pas and DAP MPs nmi ntai ned that no changes had been nmade to
the country's secul ar Constitution.

The first salvo was fired when Opposition | eader and Pas president Datuk
Fadzi| Noor (Pas-Pendang) outlined the criteria of an Islamc
adm ni stration during his speech. He argued Mal aysia had not fulfilled
this, hence it could not be regarded as an Islamc state.

Fadzi| questioned Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
decl aration that Ml aysia was an Islamic state, claimng it did not change
anything as the Constitution still recognised the country as secul ar.

| f backbenchers found thensel ves on the receiving end during Fadzil's
speech, the tables were turned when Dat uk Ruhani e Ahnad (BN-Parit Sul ong)
took the floor. He wasted no tine bringing to Fadzil's attention the
adm ssion by one Pas MP that Ml aysia was an |slamic state.

The Pas MP referred to is Dr Syed Azman Syed Ahnmad Nawawi (Pas- Kual a
Terengganu) who nade the remark when tabling a notion condemi ng t he
United States attack on Afghani stan | ast week.

"Fadzil should state publicly whether to accept or reject the stand of
his MP. If Syed Azman's statenent is not denied, then the party is
admitting that Malaysia is an Islanmic state.™

Ruhani e of fered his opinion. "Subconsciously, the MP recogni ses Ml aysi a
as an Islamc state but as a Pas nmenber, he has to toe party lines which
reject such a contention."

Dat uk Mohamad Aziz (BN Sri Gading) opined that Pas refused to adnit that
Mal aysia was an Islanmic state as it was the only political issue left for
it to exploit.

"Once the people, especially Ml ays, accept Malaysia is an Islamc
state, Pas will be in serious trouble."

He felt this explained the party's continuous opposition despite the
Musl i mworld' s recognition of Malaysia as a nodel of an Islamc state.

Anot her issue that gained nuch attention was the call by sone
backbenchers for Dr Mahathir to sack non-perform ng m nisters, deputy
m nisters, parlianmentary secretaries and top civil servants.

After the call was nmade | ast week - but no nanes nmentioned - it started
t he guessi ng gane on who the MPs were referring to.

Such an out burst was unconmon in the Dewan Rakyat, pronpting sone to
claimthat the MPs acted on orders from hi gher-ups.

Whet her there was a directive or not, the Government showed its concern
Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi, who was al so the
BN Wi p, summoned al |l backbenchers to a neeting on Monday.

It was |learnt that anong the main items di scussed was the attack agai nst
the M nisters.

Abdul | ah reportedly advised MPs to raise any dissatisfaction with the
Prime Mnister first, instead of turning the Dewan Rakyat into a bashing
ground.

He said MPs could forward their conmplaints directly to Dr Mahathir

Anot her headache for Abdull ah was the poor attendance anbng MPs, a
perenni al probl emunresol ved over the years.



Warnings fromparty | eaders that those playing truant woul d not be
selected to re-contest their seats seened to have fallen on deaf ears.

Even the revel ation that Dr Mahathir was able to nonitor Dewan Rakyat
proceedings fromhis office in Putrajaya had failed to convince MPs to
turn up nore regul arly.

There are two types of MPs in the House - nenbers who attend sittings
regul arly and take part in debates, and those there to warmtheir seats.

This may be shocking but there are several Yang Berhornmat who have yet
to utter a single word since the 10th Parlianment conmenced two years ago

The only consol ati on was their better than average attendance record
conmpared to other YBs. Sights of MPs nodding off in their seats were al so
qui te common. Sone even snored. One trait among MPs contributing to the
| ow nunber of representatives in the House was their habit of |eaving
after delivering their speeches.

Needl ess to say, at the end of the day's proceedi ngs, only a handful of
nmenbers woul d be around

Besides their fixed nonthly allowance, MPs are rewarded quite handsonely
for attending sittings - they are paid RML50 daily.

On top of that, they are eligible to a RMLOO daily subsi stence
al | onance, hotel (RMR0O++ daily) or alternative |odging (RVBO daily), and
m | eage clains at 60 sen per km

It is fortunate that the poor attendance has not affected proceedings.
Quite often, there is a lack of quorum (26 MPs) in the House but the
Speaker will only adjourn proceedings if the matter is raised by a nenber.

"W do not want to create unnecessary trouble,” said one Opposition M
when asked why the regul ar | ack of gquorumwas not brought to the attention
of the Chair.

A backbencher said all MPs, including those hol di ng Governnment positions
and the Opposition, were duty bound to attend sittings.
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