13/ 02/ 2001
It is in everyone's interest that the Malay unity tal ks shoul d succeed

Nur ai na Samad

A H STORIC event will be taking place exactly a week from now when two
Mal ay- based political parties begin discussing problens facing the
conmuni ty.

Many were sceptical about the Malay unity tal ks between the United Ml ay
Nat i onal Organi sation (Umo) and Pan- Ml aysian Islamc Party (Pas). And
they were quite right too, given the w de divide between the two.

Not many had confidence the tal ks woul d ever take place. It is clear
that Umo is sincere about the talks. Pas initially appeared keen, then it
seened to be back pedalling, giving the inpression that it was not quite
as interested as Umo was.

Al that is immterial now as the talks are to be held on Feb 19 - at a
venue to be deci ded soon.

What is inportant nowis that there is a commtnent to neet openly and
di scuss frankly a common goal for the long-terminterest of the ummbh.

This is not about who is giving in and who is being conciliatory.
Not hi ng shoul d now be in the way of having this neeting between two maj or
parties - both the legitinmate representatives of the Ml ays.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad and his Pas counterpart
Dat uk Fadzil Mhd Noor will each | ead a six-nenber del egation to the
tal ks.

The Umo-initiated neeting will be a new beginning for both parties and
the Malay community.

It is hoped that trivialities will not be an obstacle to realising the
effort to bring about unity anong the Ml ays.

It cannot be denied that Malay unity is the cornerstone of nationa
unity and crucial for the continuing peace and stability of the country.
It is not an issue that is dear only to the Malays, but other races as
wel I .

It is in everyone's interest that the tal ks should succeed, at least, in
keepi ng that val uable nmomentumto forge sone kind of understandi ng between
the two parti es.

"The fact that the talks will materialise is a good start. Fromthere,
both parties can find sonme conmon ground to di scuss the future of the
Mal ays, " said a political commentator.

The inmportant thing is for Umo and Pas to face each other and admt the
fact that the Malays are divided and this situation is unhealthy.

It is tinme for Umo and Pas to stop slugging it out openly, criticising
each other outside the confines of their party conferences.

Certainly, many Mal ays are concerned that nosques have been used as a
poitical arena. Sone have openly criticised this, but it has not stopped.

VWhat will eventually take hold during the discussions or what the
outcone will be remain to be seen. Many are hopeful the event will be
successful in establishing an understandi ng which can open the doors to
future di scussions.

Umo certainly is not too anbitious. It does not expect to resolve the
Mal ay i ssues at one sitting. Both parties have many gri evances about each
ot her.

The two sides do not expect to wap up discussions on Feb 19.

But, a deal has been nmade. Al ready, Umo has denpnstrated a conciliatory
stand, agreeing to the date and format whi ch Pas had proposed.

Dr Mahathir hinself is accommodating, saying that there will be no



restriction to the agenda

"W will be open to all topics,
Umo suprenme council neeting.

Flexibility seens to be key in this given that Pas has been pushing for
the talks to focus on national unity, which it believes is nore urgent
than the issue of Malay unity.

Dat uk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat, who is Pas mursyidul am (spiritual
advi ser) and Kel antan Menteri Besar, has thanked Dr Mahathir for his
sincerity.

He said he was grateful to Allah "for opening the hearts of both Umo
and Pas menbers to agree to the talks", referring to the nmany Pas nenbers
who did not agree to such discussions.

For the sceptics, Feb 19 woul d have been elusive. It no longer is. It
represents that gol den opportunity neither Umo nor Pas wants to | et pass.
Both know that the issue at hand is too critical to ignore. And having
taken steps to begin pouring oil on troubled waters, both know t hat
neither will | ose.

he said on Saturday after chairing the
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