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It's time to nmove on

Vasant hi Ramachandr an
WHEN | first heard the term"Wnen Agai nst Viol ence" (WAVe), | was
thrilled for two reasons - it was current, considering the intensity of
vi ol ence these days. Secondly, it showed wonen as shoul dering probl ens and
not being the persistent problemitself.

| al so renmenbered an incident sonme years ago when | visited ny sister in
Lahad Datu. Every evening, we could hear a worman screani ng abuse at her
husband whil e she battered him

So, with the | aunching of the WAVe canpai gn | ast Monday, we have nmde a
stand that we care for battered nen and children, too. Unfortunately, sone
quarters were unhappy about WAVe and insisted on the "Viol ence agai nst

Wonen" banner. | wite this for them
Many of us do not want to be di agnosed as nasochistic, battered victins.
Al'though it is still premature for a celebration, we are just happy being

re-defined as women who are naking a stand for the nation, not just for
ourselves. W want to nove on

Right now, we are filled with the popular notion that wonen are the
victins. The aimfor wonen nowis to be humanly enmanci pated, taking
ourselves in a direction appropriate for the 21st century.

The past is past.

W would Iike to tear down that bulletin of despair that has socially
conditioned us to believe that we are a mnority and forever the aggrieved
because the danger of such conditioning has been to isolate us fromthe
mai nst r eam

W have the experience of last century's m stakes and confusi on about
femnismto use as a guideline. Mstakes that isolated wonen because it
seenmed to stand for anti-establishnent.

| believe we are past working fromsecret chanbers. W are also tired of
flaggi ng our cause with anger and frustration. It is no nore fashi onable
to be activists, leftists, revolutionists and others who crusade with
out dat ed speeches in which the cause becones sonehow hi dden and buri ed

Frankly, | amjust as concerned about viol ence agai nst wonen. |, too,
squi rmwhen | see the bruises of the battered wonen seeking counselling.
amal so aware that in the public agenda of nmen's seething anbitions,
worren' s i nterests have been sidelined.

When you | ook at other indicators in the social baronmeter, there is a
still a large nunber of us who have benefited fromthe system W have
gone through a non-di scrimnatory educati on systemand have been enpl oyed
based on nerit. W have not been subjected to sexual prejudices or
harassnent. We have, in fact, enjoyed bei ng wonen.

There is al so a new wave of young i ndependent, wonen who are worki ng
al ongsi de nen, with no nmenory of fem nist revol utions.

These wonen want to be part of a |larger hunmanist revolution, to be able
to nmove things instead of |anenting over issues. W are fortunate that we
have a channel to address the issues through the Wnen and Fami |y
Devel opnent M nistry. M nister Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil has already had
several nmeetings with the NGOs and it is up to themto participate from
t here.

Bei ng a young nation, the sensible thing to do will be to work from
within the systemand shape a new novenent that represents today's wonen

We are confident that we will be treated just as any other citizen
because if we do not consider ourselves a minority, no one el se would



dare.

For Mal aysi an wonen, this is the historical year where we have been
recogni sed as an integral part of the Governnment. This is the year wonen
are being drafted in the Constitution and there is so much in the pipeline
for us.

Last Monday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad spoke about
the amendment to Article 8(2) of the Constitution by inserting the word
"sex" that applies to both men and wonen, showi ng there is no gender bias
in the Constitution. Because of this, existing | aws, which are sexually-
discrimnatory, are ultra-vires

Activists, academ cians, |awers, NGOs and those who are interested in
worren' s i ssues shoul d use this opportunity to offer positive suggestions
on how best to make this anendnent effective.

We have cone a long way. This is the year of recognition and we are nore
interested in finding solutions than concentrating on the probl enms
t henmsel ves.

W are in a better position nowthan we were, even 10 years ago, and we
want to use our new power to help nake the world a better place. How do we
make it right? How can we nmake it better? Not for wonmen al one but for al
of us because |ike Shahrizat says, "Wrnmen are making a stand."
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