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JAPAN KEEN TO HAVE CLOSE RELATI ONS W TH MYANVAR, SAYS MAHATHI R

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

Q NG DAOQ, (China) Oct 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said Japan is keen to have a closer relationship with
Myanmar .

The Prime Mnister said this was indicated by his Japanese counterpart
Juni chiro Koi zum during a bilateral neeting in Shanghai earlier today.

They were anong worl d | eaders present in Shanghai to attend the ninth
econom c | eaders neeting under the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC)
forum whi ch ended yest erday.

Dr Mahathir said Koi zum had al so wanted to know about the relationship
bet ween Mal aysi a and Myanmar.

"I told himabout the conditions in Myanmar and why the process of
denocratic recovery will take time," he told Malaysian reporters at a press
conference here today.

Myammar is a nenber of Asean. Ot her nenbers are Brunei, Canbodi a,

Mal aysi a, Laos, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam and
Si ngapor e.

The Prime Mnister is in Qng Dao, a city located north of China, for a
one-day working visit.

Q ng Dao is about an hour's flight from Shanghai.

Dr Mahathir will depart for Cheju Island, South Korea tonorrow norning.

The prime mnister said that Koizum expressed his di sappoi ntnent as he
had yet to visit Malaysia, but said he would do so as soon as possible.

Asked to comment further on the neeting, Dr Mahathir said Koizum
wanted to know Mal aysia's stand as an Islanmic nation in relation to
terrorismand the | atest devel opnents in the country.

"He understands our stand concerning Af ghani stan," he said.

The Japanese Prine M nister was al so keen to know about the arrests of
several people in Malaysia believed to be involved in mlitant activities.

"He asked whether we had proof and | explained that we have sufficient
proof,"” Dr Mhathir said.

As to the economc recovery following the Sept 11 terrorist attacks on
the United States, Dr Mahathir said that his counterpart was confident of
turni ng round the Japanese econony through a pl anned appr oach.

"W hope that the efforts succeed as a major factor causing the
recession was the recession in the US, " he said.

Concerning the effects on the gl obal econony, Dr Mahathir said all
parties including the US agreed that it has jolted the confidence of the
i nternational conmmunity.

Dr Mahathir said that the confidence of the international conmmunity was
affected as they no | onger want to travel and when air travel is affected,
many related industries are simlarly affected.

"Airlines, the hotel and service industries will suffer. Many
industries will feel the pinch given the contraction in the airline and
touri smindustry,” he said.

The Prime Mnister said that the travel industry is the biggest
contributor to an econony.

Last year, Malaysia chal ked up RML7 billion fromthe industry and the
anount is expected to increase this year, but currently, there was a
decrease in the nunber of travellers. -- BERNAVA
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