05 JUuL 2001

JAPANESE M NI STER CALLS ON DR MAHATHIR (Wth Pix)

PUTRAJAYA, July 5 (Bernama) -- Visiting Japanese Mnister for Economc
and Fiscal Policy, Dr Heizo Takenaka called on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at his office here today.

During the 40-minutes talks, Dr Mahathir, who is also acting Finance
M ni ster and Dr Takenaka di scussed both countries' econom c and financi al
policies, said an official fromthe Prine Mnister's Departnent.

Al so present at the neeting were Japanese anbassador to Ml aysi a,
Hedi ki Har ashi ma.

Dr Takenaka, who is also the Mnister for Information Technol ogy
Policy, is in Malaysia to hold talks with the country's top financi al
officials.

Bef ore he was appoi nted a cabinet mnister, he was one of the nost
wel | - known conment at or on economi ¢ policies having served as an economi c
prof essor at Keio University in Japan.

On June 21 this year, the Japanese Council on Econom ¢ and Fi scal
Policy, chaired by Dr Takenake, announced policies for the nacroeconomc
managenment and structural reform of the Japanese econony.

Sonme of the policies, to nane a few, were specifically drawn up to
tackl e non-perform ng | oans, privatisation and regulatory reform
pr ogr ames.
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