27 DEC 2001

JAPANESE PM TO MAKE TWO- DAY VISIT TO M SI A I N JANUARY

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 27 (Bernama) -- Japanese Prine Mnister Junichiro
Koi zumi will make a two-day visit to Mal aysia beginning Jan 10 as part of
his tour to Southeast Asian countries.

A statenment fromthe Japanese Enbassy today said Koi zum, who would be
on his first visit to Malaysia after comng to power |ess than a year ago,
woul d nmeet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad.

"Prime Mnister Koizum wll nmeet Dr Mahathir to di scuss various issues
of nmutual concern,” the statenent said.

Since becom ng prime mnister, Koizum had net Dr Mahathir on three
occasions -- in Tokyo in June, in Shanghai in Cctober and during the
Asean+3 Summit in Brunei |ast nonth.

Koi zumi woul d al so have an audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Jamalullail during his visit.

Koi zumi woul d thus becone the first foreign dignitory to be received by
t he new Ki ng who ascended to the throne on Dec 13.
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