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JAPANESE STUDENTS LEARN ENGLI SH TO ACQU RE | . T. SKILLS

By: D.Arul Rajoo

OSAKA, Jan 19 (Bernama) -- Despite having excellent know edge in
t echnol ogi cal aspects, Japanese students still strive to master the English
| anguage to acquire the necessary skills in the information technol ogy era.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad di scovered this when he
visited the Medi a-Informati on Departnment of the Osaka El ectro-Communication
Uni versity.

Dr Mahathir, who was acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali, observed students using conputers to do animation and posed
guestions to them

"Is it necessary to learn English to acquire skills in this (IT)?" Dr
Mahat hir asked one of the students.

"Definitely, I think we need English to handle multinedia
conmmuni cations, " repliedd 25-year-ol d engi neering graduate Shim zu Manabu.

The Prime Mnister, who is here on a four-day working visit, also
answered several questions fromthe students including on his inpressions
on the use of high-tech conmputers in classroons.

"I have not seen sonmething like this in Malaysia but | amquite sure we
have it there. W can also | earn sone aspects fromyou," he said.

Dr Mahathir told the students about the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MsC)
project, including the setting up of the Miltinmedia University in Cyberjaya
and the investnents by IT-rel ated conpani es, both |ocal and foreign.

Dr Mahathir, who was briefed by Dr Kuniya Fukuda, chairman of the Osaka
uni versity, also toured studi os used by students to produce progranmmres.
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