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JAPAN S "PR BODY" TURNS 25 AM DST TROUBLI NG ECONOWY

By: Jackson Sawat an

TOKYO, COct 3 (Bernamm) -- Japan's Foreign Press Centre (FPC), an
i ndependent body set up in Cctober 1976, is perhaps the nost inportant
centre when it cones to the issues of inproving the way Japan is reported
in the international nedia.

Located next to the administrative area in central Tokyo, the centre
celebrates its 25th anniversary tonmorrow with a neet-the-foreign press
reception party, albeit in a nodest way.

Throughout its existence, it has hel ped many foreign journalists
under stand Japan and therefore equi pped thensel ves with better insight
whenever they report about the country.

Nowadays however, the task shoul dered by the FPC seens all the nore
chal | engi ng, no thanks to Japan's overall gl oony econony.

The country now has an unenpl oynent rate of 5 per cent, which is stil
| ow conpared to ot her devel oped nations, but unprecedented in this country
whi ch val ues the concept of lifetine enpl oynment.

Wth that and a host of other econom c-rel ated probl ens, punctuated by
a 0.8 per cent growth in the second quarter of 2001, it is indeed a
chal | enge, to say the |east, for Japan to explain what has becone of itself
-- a task the FPC must hel p shoul der

"This is an interesting time for Japan,"” FPC president Yoshi o Hatano
told Bernama and New Straits Tinmes journalists who are in this city to
participate in a seven-week FPC sponsored journalist fellowship progranme.

The FPC has been making every effort to have the realities of Japan
conveyed to the world through its various support activities for foreign
journalists in the country.

It hel ps journalists nake arrangenents for their coverage, hel ps set up
interviews with key Japanese people fromthe various sectors, and al so
organi ses tours to places of interest |like manufacturing plants, research
| aboratories and other facilities.

The centre al so organi ses journalist fell owship programres such as the
one participated by two Mal aysian journalists, including this reporter

Hat ano said that he came up with the idea to set up the centre while
serving abroad in various capacities.

VWil e overseas, he cane to the realisation that despite the large
anmount of noney, tinme and personnel doing public relations for Japan
abroad, "what appear in the front page of The Washi ngton Post, witten by
their correspondence in Japan, was not as what we have issued."

"So | thought that instead of doing PR abroad or in addition to doing
PR abroad, we should do PR in Japan to journalists operating in the country
so that at |east they do not wite nisleading stories,” he said.

Hat ano, 69, a former diplomat who has served as an anbassador to the
United Nations, said what they intend to do was to help foreign journalists
to enable themto wite correct stories.

"I know they would not wite what we expect...the best that we can do
istolet journalists wite correct stories,” he said.

El aborating further, he said: "As long as they depict Japan as it is,
that is the best that we can expect. W have |learned in the past that while
we wanted themto wite good stories so that the readers |oves Japan, that
is not always the case,” he said.

There are 700 foreign journalists based in Japan at any one tinme, while
some 1,500 others visit the country on a short-termbasis every year to



report on Japan.

Throughout its 25 years of history, the FPC has conducted invitational
programes involving 1,007 journalists, 64 of whomwere from Ml aysi a.

The rest cane from other Asian countries, Europe, Africa, West Asia,
Latin Anerica, Caribbean countries as well as Eastern Europe and Russi a.

To keep its independence as a private non-profit organisation, FPC s
basic fund is provided jointly by the Japan Newspaper Publishers and
Editors Associ ation and the Kei dandren or the Japan Federati on of Econom c
Organi sation as well as from governnent appropriations for contracted work.
O her sources are contributions of supporting organisations and
i ndi vi dual s.

"I'n maintaining and in the operation of our centre, we should try to
detach fromthe governnent...we do not necessarily foll ow the government
I i ne of explaining things, we should be neutral,"” Hatano said.

"I'n this declining econony, however, its difficult to raise private
funds. This is nmy headache...so although | said we should be detached from
t he governnment, we need the governnment's fund to at |east finance the
journalist invitation progranmre,” he said.

Asked whet her he was satisfied with the centre's achi evenent, or for
that matter, the journalists' way of reporting about Japan, he said: "I am
not 100 per cent satisfied but | have conme to believe that this is the best
| can achieve

"I don't think that ny governnment is 100 per cent satisfied either but
| amrather satisfied with the journalists.™

Conversati ons on Japan nowadays woul d eventually lead to the country's
econom ¢ woes and how Japan would want to be seen by the world in this
"overwhel m ngly gl oony scenari o" as one observer puts it.

Hat ano said Japan could not be too anbitious in projecting itself to
the worl d.

"We can't give different image fromwhat we are. Qur econony is
suffering and we are also in a difficult position diplomatically," Hatano
sai d.

For exanple, he said, when the United States was in good terns with
Chi na, Japan would have it easy diplomatically.

There were also the need to project Japan as a cultural country and not
nmerely to be seen as an econom c country as what had been the case all this
whil e, he said.

FPC managi ng director Masahi ko |shi zuka nmeanwhil e said he felt that
there was still a need to inprove the way the foreign nmedia report about
Japan, especially in terns of accuracy and sufficiency.

"But it is up to them..we could never be able to force themto wite
according to the way we like. W sinply give assistance. W give hints on
how we |i ke Japan to be reported, of course, but it is up to themto take
the hint," |shizuka said.

On how Mal aysia is seen fromthe Japanese point of view, he said they
basically identify Malaysia with the strong | eadership of Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"Your Prine Mnister is very well-known anong the busi ness peopl e here.
He cones to Japan at | east once a year...he is a very inportant speaker
H s books are al so popular and transl ated i nto Japanese.

"I think he (Dr Mahathir) is irritated with Japan losing its confidence
and cal | ed upon Japan to not nerely foll ow what the United States say," he
sai d.
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