13/ 04/ 2001
Jeering all right for football fans but not politicians in Parliament

Sugi man

| READ the NST report on the failed attenpt by the Opposition front to
defer the tabling of the Third Qutl ook Perspective Plan (OPP) in
Parliament recently with a feeling of disappointment and worry, to say the
| east.

Di sappoi nt nent because, after being an i ndependent country for 43 years
and after going through a historic series of peaceful denocratic elections
si nce i ndependence, the Opposition front still seens to be in its own
cocoon and has never natured since.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's speech on the Third OPP
was right on target when it stated that all the Opposition knows is that
it must oppose the Government's ideas no matter what the idea m ght be.

It is only a logical conclusion that if the Governnent had succunbed to
every criticismfromthe Qpposition on many prior occasions, a |ot of
positive devel opments for the country woul d not have materialised.

Even before the plans are laid out for debate they had to oppose the
initial process of tabling, stating insufficient time to digest the
reports as a reason.

That the Deputy Speaker mentioned and reasoned they will have anmple tine
to debate later is not taken positively. Instead, they created a ruckus
and nmanaged to delay the tabling fromtaking place for 10 m nutes.

One tends to wonder whether they actually Iike to do this just for the
fun of del aying every major session in Parliament, incuding the tabling of
t he Budget | ast year.

As a voting citizen, | understand and acknow edge the fact of having an
Qpposition front in Parliament is for check and bal ance purposes. | am not
even trying to advocate that all Governnent actions are always right but
at the sane tinme | al so acknow edge the fact that Ml aysi a needs a strong
Governnent with a confortable najority to adm nister efficiently.

Having said that, it is also evident that the Ml aysi an peopl e have
al ways voted for a strong Government and at the sane time chosen to
mai ntain the voice of the Qpposition.

VWhat does this mean? It means that the people generally understand that
a strong Governnent is inportant but, neverthel ess, expect that the
Opposition exists in the systemto provide the check and bal ance nechani sm
needed and al so contribute to the devel opnent of the country with
constructive criticisnms so that Malaysia will always have good governance
for the people's benefit.

It is, however, essential that counter-proposals to i deas shoul d be
suppl enented with better ideas or points of view and not sarcastic jeers.
It is all right for football fans to do that at matches, but not
politicians, and obviously not in Parlianent.

Wiy is it worrying then? It is worrying because the Cpposition that we,
the people, elected in Parlianent only seens to strive on one aim- that
is, to topple the present Governnent - and sonetinmes it seems (fromtheir
websites, dailies, ceramah, etc) just to snmear Dr Mahathir and topple him

As this seens to be their common aim we get all sorts of action taken
merely for political mleage and what is worse is sone of these are
actions that can bring serious negative and dangerous repercussions to the
man on the street, such as denonstrations, hate canpaigns, religious
extrem smand basel ess accusati ons.

If this is the kind of Opposition that we advocate and expect from our



politicians, what kind of governance can we expect for the country in
future if they get their wish to rul e?
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