29/ 03/ 2001
Johor receives “green' award.

Si m Bak Heng
JOHOR Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Othman's holistic approach to
greening the State has paid off.

Johor beat all other States to win the "Special National Landscape Award
2001" recently.

Johor Menteri Besar received the award fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on behal f of the State Government.

The award i s handed out for overall best performance in tree-planting,
| andscapi ng and conmtnent of l|ocal authorities to creating "green |ungs"
t hr oughout Johor.

W nning the award was not an easy task, said State Local Governnent
Commi ttee chai rman Datuk Ji my Low.

"I't involves years of planning, collective efforts as well as continuous
nmonitoring by various State authorities," he said.

Low said the award also testifies to the State's conm tnent to greening
the environnent and enforcing | aws to ensure greenery i s nmintained.

The State Budget, he added, al so pledges a "Garden State" by 2005.

"Just |l ook at our tree-planting programre, we are so nuch ahead of ot her
States in the nunber of trees planted per year

The State annual target is 80,000 trees. Johor planted 70,703 trees in
1997, 92,513 trees in 1998 and 56, 965 trees in 1999.

The target was revised | ast year to 90,000 trees and Johor successfully
pl anted 88, 316 trees.

Low added that the State Government has made it conpul sory for |oca
authorities to submt their respective | andscapi ng masterplans to the
Landscape Departnent for review and all ocati ons on an annual basis.

The masterplan shoul d be submitted early in the year and shoul d
hi ghlight areas identified for |andscaping, ways to | andscape a particul ar
area and the types and nunber of trees to be pl anted.

The systenmatic approach hel ped ensure a snooth inplenentation of the
gr eeni ng progranme.

"This is a newruling in our efforts to green the environnment and create
a nore healthy State

"It is also a followup after having won the award. W cannot be
conmpl acent but nust work hard to inprove our performance,” he said.

This year, the State Governnent planned to plant nore trees, set up
urban forests in each district and expand its "avenue desa" progranme for
nore trees al ong rural roads.

Johor currently has two urban forests - in Johor Baru and Gunung Lanbak,
Kluang - and 10 recreational forests in the State.
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