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JOHOR S ECONOWY NOT BADLY HI T BY US ECONOM C SLOADOMN, SAYS GHAN

JOHOR BAHARU, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman said today Johor's economy has not been severely affected by the
sl owdown in the US econony and the US-led attacks on Afghani stan

He said unlike nei ghbouring Singapore which is feeling the inpact of
the US s sluggi sh econony, the state's econony was noving and stabl e given
its holistic and diversified economc activities.

"We are not affected although our people working in Singapore have been
retrenched. W have nore than 100,000 job vacancies in the country," he
told reporters when asked to comment to what extent Johor's econony has
been hit by US' s attack on Afghani stan.

Ghani said Johor's economic structure does not rely solely on the
i ndustrial sector but also focused on agriculture, food production and
tourism

"Johor's economic structure is nore holistic and diversified. Besides
havi ng nul ti nati onal conpanies, we also give attention to planting of oi
pal m food production like poultry farm ng and pl anti ng veget abl es which do
not solely depend on export narkets," he said.

He said allocations and specific assistance extended under the federa
government's fiscal policy had hel ped the state governnent to stinulate the
state's econony.

Besi des that, Johor al so had petrochem cal - based i ndustri es which
recei ved foreign direct investnments from Tai wanese and Japanese conpani es,
he said.

Ghani said the state government was confident to boost donmestic tourism
based on current scenario and efforts to woo | ocal tourists.

He, however, acknow edged that with fewer Singaporeans crossing over to
Johor, it would take a toll on local traders especially restaurant
operators here.

"Before 30,000 to 50,000 Singaporeans cone to Johor daily and 50,000 to
70, 000 during weekends and public holidays but now their arrivals have
dwi ndl ed, " he said.

He al so said the state government woul d take drastic nmeasures to ensure
snoot h i npl ementation of infrastructure projects under the Ei ghth Ml aysia
Pl an wi t hout any problens especially on land matters.

Among the reasons for project delays were the difficulty faced by
government departnents in finding suitable |and sites, he said.

In less than two nonths, the state government would act to identify
public infrastructure projects |ike schools, fire or police stations to be
built in the state do not face land site hitches, he said.

"W want to resolve land site issues this year to enable infrastructure
devel opnent projects under the Ei ghth Plan be carried out snoothly.

"The nove is in line with the decision made at the recent Menteris
Besar's nmeeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad," he
added.
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