11 AUG 2001
Sansudi n- Depar t ment
JO NT DEPARTMENTAL COUNCI L' S PERFORMANCE HAS | MPROVED, SAYS SAMSUDI N

PADANG BESAR, Aug 11 (Bernama) -- Performance of the Joint Departnenta
Council set up at mnistry, departnment and agency |l evels has inproved after
the directive by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad that he wanted to see the
i npl enent ati on report.

Chief Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Samsudi n Gsman said he
submitted the first report to the prine mnister recently while the second
woul d follow suit soon

Speaking to reporters after launching "l ndependence Wal k 2001" here
t oday, he hoped that every Joint Departnental Council would submt
quarterly reports on the outcone of their dialogue or discussions to the
Public Services Departnent before he submt themto Dr Mahathir.

Dr Mahathir instructed Samsudin on May 1 to submit the reports to him
to see whether governnent departnents and agenci es could resol ve probl ens
arising at their |evel.

Cuepacs had clainmed earlier that al nbst 50 per cent of governnent
departnments have not formed Joint Departnental Councils, resulting in
difficulties in solving probl ens.

It was reported that only about 1,000 councils had been set up out of
the 2,000 to be fornmed under Service Circular 2/1992.

Sansudi n said every government departnent and agency nust set up the
council as an internmediary body to resolve problens particularly faced by
t he support group in the civil service.

Asked whet her departnment heads were reluctant to formthe councils for
fear they would be the target of criticisnms by the [ ower rung enpl oyees, he
said it could be due to the heads of departnment too busy with their duties
and responsibilities.

He, however, hoped that every departnent and agency would formthe
council to identify and solve problens effectively.
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