31/ 05/ 2001
Journalists stage denp agai nst refusal to enter summit hall

Habhaj an Singh in Jakarta
JAKARTA, Wed: | ndonesi ans seemto have an i ngrai ned art of denmonstrati ng.

Whi | e denonstrators were gathering in force at the I ndonesi an parl i anent
to decide on the fate of its enbattl ed president, Abdurrahman Wahi d, nmedi a
phot ogr apher s st aged anot her at the convention centre for the G oup of
Fifteen (G 15).

About 30 phot ographers pl aced their cameras, flashes and press tags for
a brief denonstration, and a photo shoot of thenselves, right in front of
the hall, in which | eaders of the 19 G 15 countries were gat hering.

They were however not asking for the renoval of Abdurrahman, who was
addressing the summit, while the Parliament was in session just about one
kilonetre away.

Their grouse was for being refused entry into the convention hall to
cover the opening of the two-day sumit, which was al so attended by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

"This is ridiculous. The security and organi sers have really messed up,"
sai d one phot ographer.

Foreign journalists who were in the I ndonesi an capital to cover the
el eventh G 15 summit were al so barred fromnmaking their way into the hall.

They were requested to follow the proceedings fromthe nmedi a centre.

"You can catch the events on the tel evision there," said one organi ser.

The nedi a centre scene seened to be another joke. A group of foreign
newsw re agency journalists, who were pressured to beat their fell ow
col |l eagues to be the first to report the event, were gat hered around one
single tel evision set.
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