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Mal aysi a- | ndonesi a
KL, JAKARTA STEP UP ANTI - TERRORI SM AND ANTI - EXTREM SM COLLABORATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and | ndonesia today agreed to
step up cooperation in conbating terrorismand extrem st activities, the
Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said.

He said that at their talks here the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and visiting | ndonesi an President Megawati Soekarnoputri
concurred that Ml aysi an and | ndonesi an security agencies shoul d exchange
intelligence and take preventive neasures to check regional terrorism

Briefing reporters after the hour-long tal ks, Syed Ham d said Dr
Mahat hir and Megawati discussed the tendency of terrorist or extrem st
groups to have cross-border I|inkages.

Megawati arrived today for a two-day visit to Malaysia as the |last |eg
of her familiarisation tour of nine Asean nenber countries.

Syed Hami d said both | eaders stressed the inportance of close
Mal aysi a- | ndonesi a cooperation in the interest of their national security
to avoi d consequences that could jeopardise both countries as well as the
regi on.

Syed Hanmid said the prime mnister briefed the president on the
exi stence of the so-called KMMnmlitant group since |Indonesia too would
requi re such intelligence report.

" At tinmes a particular group would make use of Malaysia and this (KMV)
group is also made up of Indonesians and people of other nationalities,"”
said Syed Ham d who attended the talks with his Indonesian counterpart Noer
Hassan W raj uda.

Early this nmonth Ml aysian police detained 10 peopl e under the Internal
Security Act for alleg6d involvenment in KMMactivities prejudicial to
nati onal security.

A Mal aysian Taufik Abdul Halim 26, detained in Indonesia in connection
wi th separate bonb blasts at two Jakarta churches and a shoppi ng conpl ex,
had reportedly confessed to being a KMM nmenber and having operated in the
Phi | i ppi nes besi des Ml aysia and | ndonesi a.

Syed Hami d said both Dr Mahat hir and Megawati expressed concern over
terrorist and extrem st activities especially those relating to Muslim
el ements in southern Thailand, Ml aysia and | ndonesi a.

Both | eaders were convinced that cooperation and exchange of
intelligence information between Ml aysian and | ndonesi an security agencies
woul d be a boon to preventive efforts against terrorismand extrem sm

"Ml aysi a has occasionally been used to snuggl e people, narcotics and
now weapons. We are always on the watchout and we take very firmand strong
measures against this group,"” said Syed Ham d.

Megawati al so thanked Dr Mahat hir and the Ml aysi an gover nment for
being firmy agai nst supporting the Acheh separati st novenent bent on
seeki ng autonony and breaki ng away from I ndonesia, Syed Ham d said.

Dr Mahathir and Megawati al so di scussed | ndonesian inmgrant workers in
Mal aysi a, the common | and border, air space and econom ¢ cooperation.

On I ndonesi an workers, Syed Ham d said Mal aysia insisted on them
entering the country lawfully and through | egal channels for their own
protecti on agai nst exploiters.

"The president agreed that the matter be approached properly and
conprehensi vely given that many |Indonesians are keen in working in this
country,"” said Syed Ham d.

Megawati al so expressed desire to see greater utilisation of the



Mal aysi a- | ndonesi a Joi nt Conm ssion neeting to serve as a nore effective
mechani smto resol ve problens affecting both countries.

Bot h | eaders agreed on havi ng annual exchange visit by the Ml aysian
prime mnister and the Indonesian president as well as by mnisters and
officials.

Megawati al so extended invitation to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong and Dr
Mahat hir to visit |Indonesia.
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