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KEADI LAN MEMBERS MAY REJO N UVNO W THOUT ANY CONDI TI ON, SAYS KHALI L

KUANTAN, Cct 28 (Bernama) -- Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob said today that Keadil an nenbers who now wi sh to rejoin Umo
followi ng internal bickering in Keadilan will be accepted by the party
wi t hout any condition inposed.

Khalil said that if Umo could accept nenbers fromother parties to
join Umo, there was no reason for the party not to accept those who were
former Umo nmenbers to rejoin the party.

Di sm ssing an all egati on by Keadilan Youth secretary Mhaned Zahid
Mohamed Arip that Keadilan nmenbers had been offered noney by certain
quarters to | eave the party, he said that Umo woul d never resort to giving
nmoney to induce the Keadilan nmenbers to rejoin the party.

"Whil e opening the door to Keadilan nmenbers to rejoin Umo, it'll never
conme to a stage where we'll buy themover," he told reporters after closing
a jogat hon organi sed by Sekol ah Kebangsaan Gal i ng here.

"I'n Keadil an, there is a | arge nunber of former Umo nenbers...as a
matter of principle, there is nothing to stop themfromrejoining Umo," he
sai d.

Khalil said that in the past, Parti Semangat 46 nmenbers who were nostly
Umo nenbers, had rejoined Umo en masse and he believed nany Keadil an
menbers who were Umo nenbers now wi sh to rejoin Umo in the wake of
internal frictions in Keadilan

"If former S46 nenbers were wel comed back into Umo, there should not
be any difference when it cones to them (Keadilan nmenbers). If previously
we' ve accepted S46 nmenbers, we'll accept them (Keadilan nmenbers) in
accordance with past practice, wthout any condition," he said.

Asked to comment on the internal problem of Keadilan and whether the
party would face the sane fate as S46, Khalil said: "I do not wish to
specul ate."

"But from what we've seen, the party has no roomto pursue the
struggles to protect the fate of the people because even in the Sarawak
el ection recently, it was obvious that the party was not of any interest to
the voters," he said.

Asked to comment on the statenent by PAS president Datuk Mhamed Fadzi
Noor that PAS woul d not hand over the nenorandumon its proposed Islamc
state concept if the party was not provided the opportunity to explain the
matter in parliament, telecast |ive over national television, Khalil said
that PAS actual ly does not have anything concrete on the issue.

"Previously, PAS wanted us to state that we are an Islanmic state and we
have responded, then it (PAS) has asked for discussion between us whereas
we have already asked themto sit down for a discussion a long tine ago,
(but) they (PAS) have given all sorts of excuses.

"Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad) have al ready stated
that Malaysia is an Islam c country...we chose the best forum that is the
Cerakan general assenbly (recently) and this event was given w de nedia
coverage," he said.

"At this juncture, | do not see any strong grounds for to have a live
tel ecast,” he said.

To anot her all egeation by Mhanmed Fadzil that the nedia would tw st the
facts in the menorandum Khalil said: "How can the reporters twi st facts if

they are all contained in the nenorandum "
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