22/ 09/ 2001

Kedah unveils plan to achieve full devel opnent

] ALOR STAR, Fri. - Kedah today unveil ed an inpressive 10-year action
devel opnent plan - "Kedah Devel oped State - 2010", outlining strategies
and policies that will nake it attain devel oped State status by the year
2010.

The action plan, |aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and wi tnessed by nearly 10,000 people fromall walks of life at
W snma Darul Aman, here, focuses on devel opnent of the three | argest
contributors to the State's econony - industry, agriculture and tourism

Strategic actions are also spelled out for inplenentation to help the
har dcore poor and rural devel opnent.

The action plan was fornul ated after revi ewi ng achi evenents of the
"Kedah Devel opnent Action Plan (1991-2000)".

Addressing the cromd, Dr Mahathir expressed confidence that the
obj ectives woul d be achieved if there was an all round support.

"One inportant factor, is political stability ... If we are peaceful,
all can be achieved," he said, adding that negative politics would only
result in failure.

Dr Mahathir said while it was inportant that el ected representatives
took the responsibility to see what had been pl anned were i npl enent ed,
governnent officers nust also display conmitnent in inplenmenting the
projects while the people give their |eaders their support in return

"They shoul d make sure allocations either by the Federal and State
Governnents are utilised

"We found in the past, bureaucracy had prevented inpl ementation of
projects ... W want to see a nore systematic working procedure in Kedah's
admi ni strati on.

"CGovernment officers nust know their job specifications and
responsibilities," he said.

The Prime M nister said the people nust also be willing to nmake
sacrifices and understand the need to give up things like their land to
make way for devel oprent.

To ensure snooth i npl enentati on, seven worki ng groups had been forned to
oversee the devel opnent in the industrial, agricultural, information and
comuni cati on technol ogy, housing, human resources, tourism education and
i nfrastructure devel opnent sectors.

According to the plan, Kedah expects its growh rate to increase from
the present nine per cent to 15 per cent by 2010.

Anong nmj or projects outlined in the nmasterplan include the devel opnent
of Kual a Kedah Port, extension and renovation of the Sultan Abdul Halim
Airport at Kepala Batas, construction of a new cargo airport in Bukit Kayu
Hi tam and the coastal hi ghway between Kual a Kedah and Kual a Sangl ang.
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