25 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r- Bui | di ng
KEEP BUI LDI NG LI GHTS ON FOR MERDEKA CELEBRATI ON

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has urged all building owners here to keep their lights on
at night, especially fromAug 17 to the m ddl e of Septenber.

He said this effort was inportant to make Kual a Lunmpur nore striking
and beautiful at night as a way to lure tourists to the country.

"I ask you to do that (keep the lights on) for tourism the country and
the celebration for National Day," he said at a dinner and di scussion wth
associ ations involved with tourismindustry here today.

The Prime Mnister said Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad had even nade a
conmitment to give a 50 per cent discount on electricity bills for
bui | di ngs which use nore electricity than they normally do.

"I hope everybody could respond to this," he said.

He al so expressed the hope that one day Kual a Lunmpur coul d be as
beautiful as New York at night.

Dr Mahathir said he would nonitor the efforts nade by buil di ng owners
to keep their lights on during the stipul ated peri od.

"I will go driving at night and jot down," he said.

He al so hoped that all building owners and others |ike petrol stations
would fly the Malaysian flag and distribute it to notorists.

"Pl ease help by contributing as much as you can in distributing flags,"
he said, adding that they should al so encourage tourists to get involved in
the cel ebrati on.

Dr Mahathir also advised all hotel operators and others involved in the
| ocal tourismindustry to give good and hospitable services to al
tourists.

"Be kind to these tourists that help us to becone rich,"” he said.

Earlier, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir said since Decenber |ast year Mal aysia had registered touri st
arrivals of about one mllion every nonth.

"For the half year, Ml aysia has achieved seven mllion touri st
arrivals," he said.

He said this achi evenent was very encouragi ng and shoul d be mai nt ai ned.

However, it would be very challenging to continue to attract such |arge
nunbers of tourists as nei ghbouring countries were al so working hard to woo
tourists, he said.

He said the private sector should work closely with the governnent to
pronmote the local tourismindustry.
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