26/ 09/ 2001
Keeping in touch wi th Mal aysians in Paki stan

K.P. Waran in |sl amabad

THE Mal aysi an Hi gh Conmi ssion is constantly in touch with those registered
with its office in Islambad through e-mail, tel ephone and personal
contacts to keep it abreast of the situation in Pakistan.

Hi gh Cormi ssioner Datuk Suffian Ahrmad said the worst case scenario was
t hat of massive denonstrations which could affect peace and stability.

"So far, President Pervez Musharraf's governnment has the situation under
control with denonstrations limted to small groups in Karachi, Peshawar
and Lahore and these too have been wani ng over the |ast few days," he said
in an interview

Suffian said the diplomatic corps' estinmates showed that about 15 per
cent of Pakistanis mght be synpathetic to the Taliban and m ght react
adversely in the event US-led forces decided to mount military strikes
agai nst Af ghani st an.

There is calmin the country, judging fromthe situation where transport
services, flight schedul es and the business districts are operating
snmoot hl y.

Conti ngency pl ans have al ready been drawn up to evacuate the 450
Mal aysi an citizens, of which over 350 are students, if there is a
breakdown in | aw and order

He confirmed that Mal aysian staff at the Petronas office here had |eft
for hone but added that this was because the petrol eumconpany's
operations here had not started yet.

The Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad venture here under the Liberty Plant project
continues al though the staff have sent their famlies back to Ml aysia.

The H gh Commi ssion has advised all Ml aysians still in Pakistan not to
venture out unless it was absolutely necessary and refrain fromj oi ni ng
any processions or rallies as these could turn nasty.

He said all nmajor political parties and associ ations had thrown their
support behind Musharraf since they realised that it was the right thing
to do. This would hel p Paki stan emerge fromits current econonic dol druns.

There i s hope and expectations anong Paki stanis that the US will be
sincere in contributing to the econom c upliftnment of the country and not
merely using it to facilitate the mlitary strikes.

"It is hoped that Pakistan will benefit fromthe Iifting of the
sanctions and that allow ng the use of its airspace and facilities to
stri ke on Afghanistan will bring about reduction of terrorism failing
which there will be dissatisfaction all over this country."

It is inportant to accept that OGsama bin Laden and his network of
guerillas are still only prinme suspects for the terrorist strikes on New
Yor k and Washi ngt on.

"Al'l nations have to work together to overcone the problemsince
terrorist groups have different agendas and targets. That is why Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had called for an internationa
conference to define terrorismand identify them™

He al so chided the Wstern nedi a which had painted a negative i mge of
I sl am ai ned at confusing the rest of the world.

"They do not call (Tinothy) MVeigh a Christian terrorist nor highlight
the religious differences of those involved in guerilla activities in
Bel fast yet are quick to grab the opportunity to downgrade |Islam whenever
a Muslimis involved in terrorism?”

He said the type of Islamthat the Taliban have been propagati ng was



very different and not inline with the times. This is because they do not
allowgirls to go to school, wonen to work and nen to even shave.

He said the world was watching what the United States' next course of
action would be and if its response was di sproportionate to the attacks on
the country or unfair in the eyes of people.

The synpathy it had gai ned over the attacks on New York and Washi ngt on
could turn into anger against the US and its | eadership.
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