01/10/ 2001

Keng Yai k: Gerakan happy with PMs stand on Islamic country

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Cerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k today
said it was encouraging that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
had clarified the Umo-hel ned Bari san Nasi onal's stand on Mal aysi a bei ng
an Islamc country.

"W are pleased the Prime Mnister used Gerakan's forumto start a
di scussion that Malaysia is an Islamc country,” Dr Limsaid.

Yest erday, when openi ng Gerakan's 30th national del egates conference, Dr
Mahat hir, who is Umo president and BN chairnman, said: "Umo wants to
state clearly that Malaysia is an Islamc country."

He al so said it was Pas' hope that when Umo decl ared Mal aysia as an
Islamic State the latter's non-Mislimconponent parties in the coalition
woul d oppose it.

"Al'though Islamis the official religion, followers of other religion
are given the opportunity to practise their faith," he said in his w nding
up speech at the close of the conference.

Dr Limsaid although there were civil laws in the country, there was
al so syariah | aw for Misli ms.

He said there were sonme pro-Pas civil servants who were not doing their
duty as they were guided by their personal beliefs.

As his first exanple, he said, as a Mnister he approved sone
all ocations to sone tenples and churches but these officer "finds it very
difficult to approve.”

"He is being brai nwashed that it is against his religion and that if he
approves anything for other religions he will not go to heaven.

"So if that kind of thing happens, we have to put in place what sort of
country, way of life and attitude Governnent servants should practice in
order not to build up m sunderstanding and di vide the people,”™ Dr Lim
sai d.

Asked to clarify his statenent, he said: "There are sone cases. However
if (they are) isolated or one or 10 or 100, | don't know but there are
this kind of cases”

Asked who had brai nwashed these officers, he said: "To me it is the Pas
people.”

As his second exanple, he said in the Education Mnistry there were
of ficers who were not doing enough to hel p Chinese and Tam | school s
al t hough the schools were part of the national education system

Dr Limsaid priority was set at upon I ndependence to pronote the
national |anguage to unite the people and to build a common | anguage.

He said this had gone on for many years and that after the Education Act
1996 was passed, both Tami| and Chinese school s had becone part of the
nati onal education system

"Some officers in the Mnistry of Education m ght be quite reluctant to
build facilities and training teachers for these schools as they perceive
it as going agai nst the national |anguage policy," Dr Limsaid.

Al t hough Pas was bei ng "wi shy-washy" about certain nmatters in the hope
of fishing for votes, the people, especially the non-Ml ay society, would
not fall for it.

"They (Pas) are totally wong altogether. Everything is being nonitored,
everything is being discussed and everything is being debated," he said.

Dr Limsaid he had | ast year offered to give up his nmnistershipto
concentrate on party matters but recently the party's central working



comm ttee had asked himto stay on.
"I cannot go on for long," he added.
( END)
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