29 JUN 2001
Journal i sts-Ethics
KHALI D REM NDS JOURNALI STS TO UPHOLD CODE OF ETHI CS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 (Bernama) -- Journalists in the country nust be
rati onal and should strongly uphold the journalismcode of ethics when
di scharging their responsibilities.

Deputy Information Mnister Datuk Khalid Yunus said as a devel opi ng
country, the role of journalists in Ml aysia was inportant in noul ding the
m nd of the people and they should not do anything that woul d be
detrimental to the devel opment of the people and country.

He said this to reporters after officiating the 2001 Nationa
Convention of the National Association of Ml aysian Life |Insaurance Agents
(NAMLI A), here today.

"Journalists and the press in this country are not only given the
freedomto report but also to criticise the policies of the governnent and
| eaders, " he said.

"The government under Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
adopts an open policy, that is, it can be criticised,” Khalid said.

He said if the journalists had any problemw th their enployers, they
shoul d di scuss the matter in a healthy manner instead of taking negative
neasures such as a confrontati on.

He al so advi sed journalists of the vernacul ar newspapers, Nanyang Si ang
Pau and China Press, to discuss with their enployers instead of taking
confrontational neasures if they were still dissatisfied with the takeover
of the two newspapers by Huaren Hol di ngs Berhad, the MCA investnent arm

Huar en Hol di ngs Berhad recently took over the two chinese newspapers
whi ch had caused di ssati sfaction anong the journalists of the two
ver nacul ar papers.

Meanwhi | e, Khalid said Radio Tel evisyen Malaysia (RTM woul d adopt a
new approach ained at inproving the quality of programmes aired by the
stati on.

The governnment woul d encourage RTM fil m producers to specialise in one
particular field, that is, either in produci ng docunentaries, dranas,
sitconms or children's programres instead of all programes, he said.

The new approach woul d gi ve strong enphasis on the quality of the
programes aired to achieve the main objective, that is, national
i ntegration, he said.

Khalid said the government was also trying to encourage foreign film
producers such as those fromlndia and China to shoot their filnms in
Mal aysi a.
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