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Khalil: No discrimnation agai nst foreigners

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah i n Dur ban
XENOPHOBI A, or hatred against foreigners, is sonething which is not the
normin Mal aysi a.

The Governnent has never practised or encouraged di scrimnm nation agai nst
foreigners residing, studying or working in the country because it
believes in sharing opportunities and know edge.

Mal aysi an del egati on head to the Wrld Conference Agai nst Raci sm (WCAR)
Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob said today that, infact, the the multi-ethnic
coalition-led Government wel cones foreigners to Ml aysi a.

"W encourage our people to have greater interaction with foreigners,
particularly with those fromdevel opi ng nati ons so that we can conpl enent
each other in the face of gl obalisation.

"Qur Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad was al so i nstrunental
i n establishing South-South co-operation, with particular focus on African
nations so that we can nove ahead together," the Mnister of Infornmation

sai d.
Speaking after an interviewwith the South Africa Broadcast Corporation
tel evison network today, Khalil said xenophobia was foreign to Mal aysia as

there are mllions of foreigners who are legally enployed and |live al ong
side the |l ocals w thout nuch probl ens.

He said the notion that Ml aysi a discrimnated agai nst foreigners based
on their skin colour is not true as the enforcenent authorities only acted
upon those who comrit crine.

"It is not sonething that is targeted at any race or nationality ... if
you conmit a crinme, even if you are a local Ml ay, Indian or Chinese,
action will be taken.

"W should not relate action against crimnals to raci smbecause they
are poles apart," he expl ai ned.

During his interview wi th the SABC Tel evi sion, the Mnister was asked if
Mal aysi a practi sed sone formof discrimnation agai nst those fromAfrican
nati ons.

Qobviously refering to the arrest and prosecuti on of several African
nationals who were found to be involved in the "black noney" scamin Kual a

Lunpur and Penang recently, the SABC journalist asked Khalil categorically
if those fromAfricans were discrin nated because they were bl ack.
"That is not true, we have never practised that, ... we don't practise

or encourage such an attitude anong Mal aysi ans, infact we're trying to
enhance our relationship with Africa and its people so that we can share
resources and grow together ... we believe in human devel oprent, " Khali
expl ai ned.

He | ater told another group of journalist that if Ml aysia actually
di scrim nated agai nst those fromAfrica, there won't be any Government -
sponsored African students in Ml aysian universities.

The International Islamc University for exanple, he said, had many
students fromAfrica who are pursuing their tertiary education w thout
much probl ens.

"Some of themare even working on part-tinme basis," Khalil explained.

Earlier Khalil, Ml aysian H gh Comnr ssioner to South Africa Datuk Zaina
Azman Zai nal Abi din and Mal aysi an Counsel |l or Ml Yusof Pardi toured the
SABC broadcast village at the Durban Exhibition Centre where the WCAR
nmedia centre is | ocated

They were briefed and acconpani ed by SABC news executive editor, Snuki



Zi kal al a, who explained their entire operations during the one-hour visit,
whi ch ended with a studio interview

On the issue of reparation for slavery, Khalil explained to the Radio
France Internationalle (RFI) that Ml aysia was of the view that sone form
of positive initiative needs to be taken.

To another question fromthe RFI, Khalil dism ssed allegations that in
Mal aysia, the minority groups were being discrimnated in termnms of
educati on.

"I think you're misinforned, it is not as negative as the Wstern nedia
reports, we have been nulti-racial fromall angles. W also allow private
uni versities whereby the majority of students there are non-natives (non-
Bum s) .

"There is actually a very good bal ance.

"Wt agree that there is a certain | everage for the Bum puteras but if
you study the overall picture, there is a very good bal ance," he said,
addi ng that the Governnent was al so constanly striving to nake hi gher
education affordable to all
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