10/ 02/ 2001

Khalil briefs PMon outcone of prelimnary talks with Pas

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Umo secretary-general, Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, this
morning briefed Prime Mnister and party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad on the outcome of yesterday's prelimnary discussion with Pas on
the proposed Mal ay unity talks.

Khal il was joined at the briefing at the Prime Mnister's Departnent in
Putraj aya by anot her nmenber of Umo's technical conmttee, Datuk Dusuk
Ahmad, who is also Dr Mahathir's political secretary.

A source said Khalil, who net the Prime Mnister for 30 mnutes, wll
prepare a report on the matter for deliberation at the party's Suprene
Counci | meeting tonorrow.

The Suprene Council is then expected to discuss the requests put forth
by Pas on matters it wants included on the agenda of the proposed talks.

Tonorrow s neeting is al so expected to deci de whether to accept Pas
proposal that the Malay unity tal ks be expanded to cover national unity.

In the first technical commttee neeting to lay the groundwork for the
tal ks yesterday, both parties arrived at an agreenent on several natters.

Khalil led a four-nmenber teamto the three-hour neeting, while Pas was
represented by its secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |Isa and three centra
wor ki ng conmi tt ee nenbers

Meanwhil e, it is understood that Nasharuddi n has al so bri ef ed Pas
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor, who in turned gave the green light for the
second neeting of the technical conmmittee to be held next week.

The outcome of the second round of discussions will be presented at the
party's central working conmittee neeting which is schedul ed to convene on
Feb 18.

Pas sources reveal ed that during the prelimnminary discussion, both sides
had agreed that the proposed tal ks woul d neither be on Malay unity nor
nati onal unity.

"Instead, both parties agreed that the proposed talks be sinply on
unity," one of the source said.

Apart frommatters concerning the proposed tal ks, the Umo Suprene
Council meeting tonorrow is al so expected to di scuss the controversy over
the gathering organi sed by the Badan Berti ndak Mel ayu (Mal ay Action Front)
whi ch was held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre | ast Sunday.

The gathering entitled Takkan Mel ayu Hilang Di Dunia was originally
organi sed to push for Malay unity.

Instead it becanme an Umo | eadershi p and Gover nnent - bashi ng sessi on.

Two Umo Suprene Council nenbers Datuk Khalid Yunus and Dat uk Sul ei man
Mohanmed who were present during the BBM gathering are expected to brief
t he Council on what transpired.
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