25/ 11/ 2001
King's death focus of all newspapers

Bal an Mbses
MALAYSI A I ost a well-l1oved King with the passing of Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah on Wednesday after a prolonged ill ness.

The 11th King, a friend of the nmedia, endeared hinself to people from
all walks of life with his kindness, quick smle and gentle manner. He
will always be renenbered for his close rapport with the people and the
Governnment through his constructive suggestions and i nci sive conments.

The vernacul ar Press carried news of the Ruler's passing on their front-
pages on Thursday with the appropriate bl ack border.

The Berita Harian, Utusan Mal aysia, Sin Chew Jit Poh, China Press, Taml
Nesan and Mal aysi a Nanban in their Thursday edition al so devoted nunerous
pages to pictures of the |ate King over the years.

It was suitable coverage for a Ruler whose pictures had graced the pages
of nobst vernacul ar dailies over the past 41 years of rule as the 8th
Sul tan of Sel angor and nore recently as Yang di-Pertuan Agong.

The Berita Harian, carrying a picture of the King in royal attire on
page one, narrated the sequence of events beginning fromthe Ruler's
wor seni ng heart condition after he was admtted to the Mount Elizabeth
Hospital in Singapore |ast nonth to his dem se

| mredi ately below the | ead story was a report stating that the next Yang
di - Pertuan Agong woul d be selected in a nonth's tinme at a neeting of the
Mal ay Rul ers.

The Berita Harian gave promnence to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
comments inits lead story on page two where the Prinme M nister expressed
grief over the King' s passing.

The newspaper, inits editorial, said the people were left with only
sweet nenories of the late King who did a lot to develop the country and
Sel angor .

It stated that the Ruler had al ways reni nded the people to respect the
system of parliamentary denocracy for continued national stability and
devel oprent .

The Utusan Mal aysia, in also extendi ng conprehensive coverage to the
Rul er' s passing, quoted Dr Mahathir in its page two |ead article as saying
that the late Ruler was the nost active King in the nation's history.

It also featured the nedia-friendly nature of the King inits |ead
article on page three. The King, it stated, had al ways spoken freely to
the nedia as he had to the people.

It referred to the Yang di -Pertuan Agong's 20-nminute interview wth
Bernama, RTM and TV3 at the Mount Elizabeth Hospital in Singapore on Nov
10 where the late King had thanked the rakyat for praying for his good
heal t h.

The Sin Chew Jit Poh and China Press al so gave extensive coverage to the
King's passing with stories earlier in the week noting his deteriorating
condi tion.

Li ke ot her Chi nese-Il anguage newspapers, they quoted Health M nister
Dat uk Chua Jui Meng in their Wdnesday edition as saying that a team of 27
speci alists representing vari ous nedi cal disciplines were attending to the
Rul er

So al so the Tami| Nesan and Mal aysi a Nanban which ran stories on the
late Ruler's health the sanme day quoting |stana Negara officials as
stating that the King was in critical condition.

The Mal aysi a Nanban headlined the story "Let us all pray for His



Maj esty's health” with a short acconpanying story that the King was on a
I'ife support system

Al'l vernacul ar newspapapers al so recorded on Friday the fact that the
Regent of Sel angor, Tengku Idris Shah, had been proclainmed the ninth
Sultan of Selangor with the title Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah.

The "Peopl e's King" has passed on after an outstanding reign. The nation
will always remenber him
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