20/ 03/ 2001
Ki ng: Government formul ati ng National Social Policy

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Yang di - Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdu
Azi z Shah today called on the people to avoid religious, racial and
political conflicts, saying the Government is formulating a Nationa
Social Policy ainmed at creating a better society.

The policy is intended to develop a strong and healthy society in al
aspects whi ch woul d ensure the continued prosperity of the people,
religion, race and country, he said.

He rem nded the people to strengthen unity in defending the country
against its enenies, saying racial or religious conflicts could affect the
nation's prosperity and political stability.

"We call on all citizens to be grateful for the prosperity that we are
enj oyi ng now, " he said when opening the third session of the 10th
Par | i anent.

"Bei ng thankful is one way of expressing our gratitude and praise to God
and our thanks to fell ow human beings."

H s enphasis on unity was a tinely rem nder follow ng the recent cl ashes
i n Kampung Medan.

A paper on the National Social Policy is now being prepared by the
Nati onal Unity and Social Devel opment Mnistry. It will provide guidelines
on social requirenents that need to be fulfilled in relation to
devel opnent .

For instance, the guidelines will outline the basic social facilities
needed in an area to be devel oped |ike kindergartens, parks and school s,
and the inpact of the devel opnent on nei ghbouring areas.

In a wide-rangi ng speech, the King said he was grateful that the
security of the country was under control and that the nation remained
peaceful and stabl e.

"Al t hough Mal aysi a has attained rapid econom ¢ grow h, we should be
m ndful that efforts to maintain this achievenent are nore chall engi ng

"There are nunerous risks fromw thin and without that can threaten the
current econom c situation and negate Mal aysia's efforts to becone a fully
devel oped nation by the year 2020."

On the Bumi putera business and industrial community, he said efforts to
restructure corporate ownership woul d be re-enphasised to rectify the
econom c¢ i nbal ance anong t he et hni c groups.

An exanple is by pronoting the active involvenent of Bum puteras in the
K- econony and strengthening their resilience and conpetitiveness to cope
with chal |l enges of a borderl ess econony.

The King said the Government was very concerned with the fall in the
prices of primary commodities such as pal moil and rubber.

As such, he said efforts would be continued to stabilise prices by
expl ori ng new markets, increasing research and devel opnent so as to
enhance productivity, reduce costs and diversify the end-use of the
comuodi ti es.

Touchi ng on nosques, the King urged all Mislins to constantly safeguard
the sanctity of the institution.

"Maintain the function of the nobsque as a place of worship and to foster
goodwi I | and brot herhood anong Muslins. Do not abuse the holy npbsque to
the extent of using it to incite disunity and hatred anong different
groups."

Calling on all Ml ays and Muslins to stay united and not to be divided,



he said, "My Government will strive to ensure unity of the Ml ays and
prevent discord.”

The Ki ng expressed happi ness on the success of all efforts to reduce
poverty, adding the Governnent woul d persevere with such efforts
consistent with its target of eradicating absolute poverty by the year
2005.

A new programme for eradicating poverty - the People's Prosperity
Devel opnent Schene - woul d be inplenented in areas and anmong groups whi ch
have recorded a hi gh incidence of poverty, including the Orang Asli
communi ty, he added.

Under the Eighth Mal aysia Plan, he said rural devel opnent woul d be
intensified towards nmaki ng the areas nore devel oped.

"The focus will be on infrastructure devel opnent to inprove the quality
of life among the rural community and as a catal yst for econom ¢ growh
and the application of information and comuni cati on technol ogy."

The Government, he said, would al so conduct a review on the concept,
functions and future of Felda. Enphasis would be given towards encouragi ng
the second generation of settlers to carry on the work of their parents so
as to acquire higher inconme consistent with current |iving standards.

The Ki ng spoke on health services, saying the Governnent would continue
to upgrade its basic health services while specialist services would be
extended to enabl e nore Mal aysians to benefit fromthem

"A health welfare fund has been set up to help | essen the burden of the
sick and their famlies in paying for the cost of nedical treatnment."

On public service, he said nmenbers of the public service, police and the
armed forces should uphold their code of ethics and give undivided |oyalty
to the Governnment and country, adding their welfare would continue to be
given attention

On foreign relations, he said the Governnent would nmaintain a proactive
policy as an extension of the country's devel opnent programre, with
priority to be given to reinforcing bilateral relations with al
nei ghbours, especially Asean countries, the O ganisation of Islanmc
Conference and countries of the South.

Earlier, the King and Raja Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah were
received on arrival at Parlianent Square by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Cabinet
M ni sters, Deputy Mnisters and MPs.

After the Negaraku was played foll owed by a 21-gun salute, the King
i nspected a guard of honour nmounted by 107 officers and nen fromthe Royal
Mal ay Regi nent under the conmand of Mej Abu Sarmah Mat Nor.



	King: Government formulating National Social Policy (NST 20/03/2001)

