07 AUG 2001
Arroyo- Tal ks
KL, MANI LA AGREE TO CURB CROSS- BORDER CRI ME

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 7 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia and the Philippines today agreed
to strengthen cooperation to curb cross-border crine such as piracies and
ki dnappings in their territorial waters.

Thi s woul d be done through speedy channelling of information and
increased maritime operations, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar
told reporters after energing frombilateral talks between the two
countries at the prine mnister's departnent here.

Visiting Philippine President G oria Macapagal Arroyo and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad headed their countries' del egations
at the talks, held on the first day of Arroyo's three-day visit to
Mal aysi a.

Mal aysi a was the scene of two kidnappings of 24 mainly foreign tourists
fromtwo islands off Sabah by the Abu Sayyaf gunnen from Sout hern
Phi l'i ppi nes | ast year, underscoring the decades-old problemof piracies in
the waters straddling both countries.

Syed Hanm d said at the tal ks, Kuala Lunpur and Manila al so agreed to
beef up cooperation in other areas such as energy, agriculture, tourism and
trade.

He said both countries would al so convene their next Joint Conm ssion
meeti ng which was | ast hosted by Mnil a.

On trade he said: " Trade figures between us for the year 2000 stood at
RML4.2 billion, this certainly can be inproved"

Syed Hanmid said the Philippines would also |like to see nore Ml aysi an
i nvestnents including in the Brunei-Indonesia, Ml aysia, Philippines- East
Asean (Bi np-Eaga) growth area, involving sectors such as sugar plantations.

El aborating on the matter, he said other areas of possible cooperation
in the Bl MP-EAGA are the construction of gas pipeline from Sabah to the
Phi i ppi nes, Islam c banking and fi shing.

In addition, Syed Hamid said there was a need for the two countries to
harmoni se | aws and procedures to attract investnents into the respective
countri es.

Mal aysi a and the Philippines al so signed a nmenorandum of under st andi ng
to boost tourismwhereby a working group would be established to identify
specific areas for cooperation

On the subject of Philippine illegal inmgrants in Ml aysia, Syed Ham d
said both sides pledged to work together on this issue and that
"ultimately, we would like to see them go back to the Philippines."

He said what the Philippines wanted was that once Mal aysi an authorities
had done proper docunentation for the illegals, Kuala Lunmpur could send
them back to their home country wi thout the need for themto go through the
court process.

"But these people are willing to go back provided they have jobs on the
other side. That is why there's a need for cooperation between both
countries,” he said.

Syed Hami d said Manila thanked Mal aysi an authorities for conducting
| egal i sation exercice resulting in the issuance of |egal travel docunents
for 60,000 illegal Filipinos.

He al so said Arroyo expressed gratitude to Dr Mahathir for Ml aysia's
contribution in the peace process involving the Moro Islamc Liberation
Front (MLF) and the Philippine government and the other relating to the
reconciliation of MLF and the Moro National Liberation Front (MLF).



Prior to the bilateral talks, Manila and the MLF signed a docunent
contai ning guidelines on the inplenmentation of a ceasefire accord agreed
earlier in Tripoli, Libya last June while the MLF and MNLF officially
i nked a unity agreement.

At the signing cerenony of the two agreenments, Syed Hamid said Ml aysia
woul d continue to be supportive and was willing to facilitate future
negoti ati ons between the parties invol ved.

Meanwhil e, the mnister did not rule out the possibility of Dr Mahathir
visiting Manila to reciprocate Arroyo's trip here.
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