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KL-Del hi ties set for resurgence

Abdul | ah Ahnmad

DESPI TE t heir poverty, India first and | ater Paki stan - arch-enem es - now
have nucl ear weapons, raising the chances of nuclear war on the
subcontinent to new and dangerous |avels. | believe their decisions to
produce the weapons were legitimte and had a cl ear enough rational e.

India, in particular, resents the way it is regarded by the world at
| arge despite being a stable denocracy, a resurgent econony and is vi ewed
by many as noving towards beconming an I T superpower of sorts.

India is believed to be presently enjoying 60 per cent of the world's
software market. Both Vietnam and | ndonesi a have asked India to help them
in software developnent. India will give Vietnam 100 mllion rupees (RMB.3
mllion) to set uo a software training centre.

It has also agreed to train 30 nuclear scientists, while India and
| ndonesi a have agreed to co-operate in defence training. India also wll
provi de techni cal assistance and equi pnent. They are setting up a joint
conmi ssion to co-ordinate defence activities.

| was deeply saddened to hear about the tragic earthquake in Gujarat
that is feared to have taken over 20,000 |ives, but we did not feel it in
New Del hi. | only learnt about it fromthe next day's newspapers.

India's new di plomatic push in Asia, Asean in particular, began with
Prime M nister Atal Behari Vajpayee's visit to Vietnam and | ndonesia | ast
mont h. Vaj payee will arrive in Kuala Lunpur next week on an official
visit, the first by an Indian Prine Mnister in five years.

Nar asi mha Rao came in August 1995 and Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad nmade a reciprocal visit the foll owi ng year.

India, it is said, is starting a new round of diplonmacy on how it should
be | ooked upon in the new m Il ennium a nmakeover, a new inage, a
declaration that it is a serious contender for a bigger role in
international relations, as it once was under Jawaharl al Nehru.

Foreign policy, under Dr Mahathir, has been playing a bigger role after
he recognised that it was and is a rel evant economic asset. It is not just
an afterthought.

Mal aysi a-India historical Iinks are centuries old. Their bilatera
relati ons have al ways been strong. New Del hi was one of the select few
capitals where we set up diplomatic mssions at anbassadorial |evel at
| ndependence. W have no problens in relations with India.

India continues to be Malaysia's |argest trading partner in the
subcontinent and in 1999, bilateral trade amobunted to RWB. 759 billion. The
bal ance of trade has al ways been in Kuala Lunmpur's favour, slightly nore
than hal f of the anpunt.

Mal aysi a' s single biggest export is palmoil, contributing RV3.4
billion, making India our biggest inporter.

India has 179 industrial projects in Malaysia, worth RMLO6.5 m | 1lion
(between 1988 and 1999), while we are one of India's top foreign investors
(RML. 715 billion). W invested largely in power generati on,

t el ecommuni cati ons, hi ghway construction (including part of the Munbai -
Pune hi ghway), and India's nost nodern LPGfacility in Haldia in southwest
Calcutta which | visited | ast Wednesday. It will be operational in Muy.
Mal aysi ans have al so i nvested in plantations and nanufacturi ng.

I have been infornmed that bilateral agreenments and nenoranda of
understanding will be signed during Vaj payee's visit, involving Avoi dance
of Doubl e Taxation, Extradition Treaty and several MUs on Civil Service



Co- operati on, anmong ot hers.

In a week's stay which took me to Munbai, Calcutta and New Del hi, | have
only sighted one news itemin the I ndian nedia regardi ng Mal aysi a whi ch
was about the extradition proceedings of Otavio Quattrocchi, an Italian
who lives in Kuala Lunmpur, for alleged involvenent in the Bofors arns
scandal. He is now free on bail pending court hearing.

In ny travels through India the friendship towards Ml aysia was evi dent
everywhere. Even ordinary Indians asked me about devel opnents in Ml aysi a.
W seemto have inpressed them- the inevitable Petronas Twin Towers anpbng
them An airport official in Calcutta spoke to ne at | ength about Tunku
Abdul Rahman and Dr Mahathir - two Ml aysi an nanmes nost | ndians easily
recall.

Vaj payee and Dr Mahathir are al so expected to di scuss the Asean Regi ona
Forum (ARF). Perhaps Pakistan's application to join ARF will be revi ewed.
There is no consensus on the subject. India, which is a full dial ogue
partner of Asean since 1996 and a participant in the ARF, is pushing hard
for an Asean-India sumit. Pakistan at present is only a sectoral dial ogue
part ner.

| understand that Ml aysia and several of the nenbers believe that for
the tine being, Asean should focus on consolidation rather than expansion
Besi des it does appear there is a "little difficulty" here, in that Asean
cannot consi der any enhancenent of its relations with India w thout taking
i nto account the Pakistan factor.

I ndi a- Mal aysia bilateral relations are burgeoning as India is nobving on
a fast track diplomacy in Asia. | believe this is only the beginning of
new Del hi's efforts to integrate itself into the Asian econony, politica
aspirations in the face of a new worl d order.

| wel comre what seens to be the Indian | eadership's new script for India,
arevisiting of the East as it were. It is done, of course, as nuch for
econom ¢ as for geopolitical reasons.

Vaj payee's visit, his first and also the first of the nbst senior |ndian
| eader to do so since India conducted its nuclear tests in May 1998 and
another recently will, | expect, cenent a stronger bilateral relationship
and better understandi ng of each one's perceived role in devel oping a new
international political orientation and alignnment. There are vast areas of
potential co-operation and synergy. | amsure the Indians will like the
quality and cost-effectiveness of our highways, roads, bridges and ot her
i nfrastructure and the Kual a Lunmpur International Airport, Putrajaya and
t he Petronas Twi n Towers.

And on our part, we are inpressed with the Indian genius in conmputers,
mat hermat i cs, science, tel ecommunications, the ability to maintain a high
standard of English even after 53 years of independence when it was
rel egated to a second | anguage, its filmindustry and cricket.

The good thing is that both Dr Mahathir and Vaj payee are heads of
coalition governnents. They are, therefore, very conversant with the
politics of conpronmise and in any relationship, there nust be give and
t ake.

The friendship between |India and Mal aysi a has al ways been very good. The
only potential outconme, and a certain one, is bright indeed. India
beckons, an i mense opportunity.
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