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KMM PLANS TO SET UP | SLAM C UNI ON OF THREE COUNTRI ES, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 1 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the Kunmpulan Mlitan Ml aysia (KM had the idea of setting up a
so-called Islanm c country through the union of three countries -- Ml aysia,
I ndonesi a and the Philippines.

The KMM had links with certain groups in Indonesia and the Philippines,
the prime mnister said.

"They have very big anbition but it's not realistic, " he told
reporters after launching the first Ml ay Education Congress at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre here.

Early last nmonth, the Malaysian police arrested 10 peopl e under the
Internal Security Act (ISA) for alleged involvenent in KMM activities
prejudicial to national security.

A Mal aysi an, Taufik Abdul Halim 26, who was detained in Indonesia in
connection with bonmb blasts at two Jakarta churches and a shoppi ng conpl ex,
was al so suspected by the Ml aysian authorities of being a KVWM nenber.

He said the KMM s activities were very serious but "unfortunately we
are not in the position to reveal everything yet...| have been given
certain information and | think it is very serious,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the nove by KMMto set up an Islamc country stenmed
fromthe idea that Ml aysia was not a Muslimcountry and was being run by
"kafir" (infidel) and because of that, the government had to be overthrown.

He said sone people believed in overthrow ng a governnment by denocratic
means through the use of the ballot box but the extreme ones believed that
the only way was to fight.

He said nost of the KMM nmenbers were involved in the war in Afghanistan
and ot her pl aces.

The prime mnister also said that a study by the governnment on nore
than 300 Mal ay university students revealed that at all tines, there was a
group of students who did not view thenselves as Ml ays but Mislins despite
getting into the universities under the Ml ay category.

"They don't even understand the meani ng of 'persaudaraan dal am sl an
(I'slam c brotherhood) and are so worked up with the idea of hating the
government, which they believe is an unlslam c governnent," he added.
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