03 SEP 2001
Mahathir-Mlitants
KMM WANTS PONER ONLY FOR | TSELF, NOT FOR | SLAM SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Menbers of the so-called KMM mlitant
group, whose activities were uncovered in the country recently, only want
to grab power for thenselves and do not really aspire to conbine three
Asean nations into an Islamc union, the Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad sai d.

"They do not so nmuch want to set up an Islamc nation. Their rea
intention is only to grab power for thensel ves.

"The nmonent they secure power, whatever kind of admi nistration they set
up is another matter," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said this at a news conference
after chairing the party's Supreme Council neeting here today.

He said the KMM s grand design to nmerge Ml aysia, |ndonesia and the
Sout hern Philippines into an Islanm c union was anong matters di scussed at
t he three-hour-1ong neeting.

Dr Mahathir said the group was not fighting against the enem es of
I slam but to use force to topple the country's el ected governnment which the
wor |l d recogni sed as Islanic

He described the group as being bent on seizing political power through
armed struggle and its nmenbers as not genuine Islamic fighters in the rea
sense of the word.

"They are arned political insurgents trying to seize power. They seem
to lack the patience to wait for the denocratic systemto give themthe
power," he said.

Today's council neeting al so discussed ways to tackl e underground
el ements out to indoctrinate Malay students in public universities to turn
t hem agai nst the governnment, the prinme mnister said.

He added that Umo had identified specific approaches to deal with the
probl em but they could not be made public.
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