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Know edge not fromcl oset

THE acqui sition of knowl edge and skills is a life-long process that
requires discipline and conmitnent. Those who are fortunate enough to
continue their tertiary education soon after conpleting secondary schoo
shoul d use this opportunity to excel academcally as well as to hone their
i nter-personal skills. For those studying abroad, it is a gol den
opportunity to mngle with people of other cultures and to gain new

know edge useful to thenselves and to their fell owren

This is a nmission students studyi ng abroad nust acconplish, and it is
not mssion inpossible if they retain their good old Asian values. It is
fine for themto think of gaining fane and fortune for thensel ves, but
they nmust al so use the know edge gai ned for the good of the country. Mre
so in the case of individuals who have the benefit of further schooli ng,
thanks to the award of schol arships to them

Advi si ng these lucky students on his recent four-day visit to Japan,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad rem nded themthat the
Gover nnent spent one-fifth of its Budget on education and sonme of this is
used to send students overseas for tertiary studies.

Atinely rem nder indeed, for such an investnment nust not be allowed to
go to waste. The country needs themto return hone to hel p Mal aysi a becone
a devel oped nation even though this may take tinme. Countries which
enphasi se education and trai ni ng have al ways devel oped and progressed
faster than their neighbours. South Korean and Tai wanese students who
return to their homel and after pursuing an overseas tertiary education
have proven that they not only help to increase productivity, but put to
good use their different approaches to know edge and i deas to enable their
countries to prosper.

More inportantly, students nmust be equipped with multiple skills so that
they will be in a better position to stand head and shoul ders above their
conmpetitors. Lest sone fail to realise it, globalisation will alter
enpl oynent patterns in the country.

As countries race agai nst each other to enpower thenselves with
know edge, the quest takes on nore urgent proportions as none of them
wants to end up as dinosaurs in a know edge-hungry world. As such, it is
di sheartening to |l earn that sone Mal aysians are still in slunber about the
i mportance of mastering the English | anguage which is universally used in
conmuni cati on.

A good command of the English | anguage forns part and parcel of a
person's survival kit. It will enable Mal aysians to be nore widely read in
the Informati on Age and, in the process, conplenent the use of the
national |anguage in the long term Ml aysi ans who have nmastered these two
| anguages will be able to contribute to the translation and devel opnent of
resource material in Bahasa Mal aysia for their fell owren.

A skilled and educated population will enpower a country to be
economcally self-reliant and hold its own in an increasingly conpetitive
worl d in which gl obalisation dom nates. The drive to succeed will always
be there if the spirit is willing.

A positive attitude nust prevail and sacrifices may have to be nmade in
wi deni ng our horizon. The best in |life does not cone on a silver platter.
As know edge is not acquired in a closet, let us not take things for
grant ed. Know edge advances us in the dignity of thinking beings.
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