05/ 10/ 2001

Know our eneny

ANY international effort to eradicate global terrorismnmnust be prenised on
a clear and precise definition so that no nation will, unwittingly, sleep
with the eneny.

Doubt | ess, it should be differentiated fromthe |egitimte struggles of
peopl e under col onial or alien dom nation and foreign occupation for self-
determ nation and national liberation. The problemis that global issues,
be it term nol ogy and context, are presented al nbost exclusively through a
sel f-righteous, one-way | egal and noral screen with positive i nages of
West ern val ues and i nnocence portrayed as threatened.

The West sees terrorismas predom nantly religious fanaticismand rage
anong those | eft behind by globalisation and the di staste of Wstern
val ues. But this includes the stranded mnorities, the dispossessed and
the i nmpoverished najority who have been the victimof inperial terrorism
Their struggles for self-deternmination and |iberation should not be
construed as terrorism

The Muslimworld nust respond to the call by Malaysia and Iran for a
common and united stand against terrorism Both Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Presi dent Mohanmad Khatanm share the view that
terrorismcan only be defeated by resolving its causes. Both support the
efforts to hunt down the perpetrators of the attacks on Anmerica but are
agai nst a war.
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