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Mahat hi r - Educat or s
KNONM_EDGE AND NOBLE VALUES VI TAL FOR A PROGRESSI VE SOCI ETY, SAYS PM

GENTI NG H GHLANDS, April 19 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today that knowl edge without noble values may not be
able to bring about a progressive society.

On the other hand, he said, noble values w thout know edge woul d al so
not be able to produce the same result.

"It is true that parents are also responsible in inculcating noble
val ues but parents may not be trained, whether in terns of values to be
adopted or the effective ways in instilling them" he said when opening the
nati onal prem er education convention 2001 at the Am nuddin Baki Institute
here.

As such, he said, educators were responsible in ensuring the
devel opnent of a new generation which was know edgeabl e and with
characteristics nore adaptable to success.

The prime mnister said that if a certain community |acks such a
culture, the devel opnent of a nore adpatbale culture should be duly
initiated through the prior training and pronotion of noble val ues anong
educat or s.

"Once the educators have subscribed to this new culture and trained
specifically to instil themanong their pupils and students, then the
process of devel oping a new culture nore adaptable to progress can be
carried out nore effectively by the educators,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the difference in the pace of progress of the
communities of the world was due to their values or culture practised by
t hem

"Abundance of natural resources, conducive clinmate, geographica
factors and others have no effect on culture...that is why in the sane
country, different races with different cultures achi eve varying degree of
success, " he said.

The prime mnister said that in Ml aysia, the cultures of the Ml ays
and the Chinese were very different whereby the Chinese comunity pl aces
great enphasis on the acquiring of knowl edge and not nuch so by the Ml ays.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed regret over the poor perfornmance of Mal ay
students in universities as they were seen to be concentrating nore of
their time and energy on other activities and not on their studies.

"This statenment many cause anger anong certain quarters but it is this
difference in the cultures of the Chinese and the Mal ays which makes it
difficult to achieve the objectives of the New Econom c Policy," he said

"I'f we were to bal ance the performance of the races in Ml aysia, values
and cul ture hindering the achi evenent of progress should be di scarded.

"I'n Mal aysia, we know that if we wish for the success of the Ml ays to
be not par with the other races in the world, then changes in val ues and
culture nmust be initiated anong the younger Ml ays.

"They shoul d be guided by the true Islamc values, not val ues
i ndiscrimnately incul cated by those with other notives," he said.

The prime mnister said that it was nost essential that educators were

trained in instilling such values and culture anong their students.
Dr Mahathir said that when the Vision 2020 was first announced, "we
were still in the industrial era but today we are faced with a new

paradigm that is a devel oped country needs to acquire technol ogy and al so
i nformati on.
"The Vision 2020 we indicated in 1991 is not the sane as Vision 2020 we



are outlining today...it may change again in 20 years before the year
2020, " he said.

The prime mnister said that Vision 2020 |argely depended on the
quality of the people based on their education.

"Muslins have missed out on the Industrial Revolution, let not the
Mal ays in Mal aysia deliberately mss the opportunity fromthe Information
Revol ution. Should we miss out again this tine, we may not be able to catch
up with progress,” he said.
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