30/ 07/ 2001
Koh calls for bal anced policy

Pat vi nder Si ngh

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Cerakan yesterday restated a proposal it first nade
12 years ago - that entry into public universities should be based on
nerit and need.

By saying this, its vice-president Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the
party was "sticking its head out again" to generate a public debate on the
matter.

He said this system which would provide the nost opportunities for the
greatest nunmber of students, would nake for a conpetitive and caring
soci ety.

He urged the Governnent to | ook at the concept closely and work towards
inplenmenting it eventually.

The system he said, was better than having a systemwhere "one side is
col d-bl ooded neritocracy and the other side hot-headed affirnative action
based on race that can be very sensitive".

"If based on nerit and need, the systemwould be nore positive," Koh
told reporters after opening the Sel angor Gerakan Del agates' 2001
Conference at the Civic Centre auditorium here

The proposed system woul d bal ance the performance of students with their
soci o- econom ¢ background and i nterests.

"Conput ers now have the capacity to i nput |arge anounts of information.
We are suggesting a systemthat takes into account students' academ c
performance, their soci o-econom ¢ background, their acadenic interests,
and ot her rel evant information.

"There could then be prelimnary selection before the application goes
to a selection conmittee. "

The sel ection systemwould be nore transparent and it would al so resol ve
the matter of race.

Koh was asked if his statenent was in reply to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad's statenent on Friday that the Governnent intended to
i ntroduce several radical neasures, including a possible reduction in the
nunber of Bum putera students in universities over a certain period, to
check the noral decay and | ackl ustre perfornance of Ml ay students.

"W will (then) find sone faculties (in universities) with no Ml ay
students at all. Perhaps for one year, university adm ssion is to be based
on nmeritocracy and we will see what happens,” Dr Mahathir had said then

Koh said the proposed systemwas an "indirect reply” to the Prine
M ni ster's statenent.

"Qur proposal is now nore refined and has a better chance of success due
to the greater capacity of conputers (to collate all student
information)," he said.

Koh said Gerakan was re-stating its position on admi sions to public
universities as top leaders in the country may be doing a re-think on the
present system

On specific steps the party would take on the matter, he said Gerakan
called on its menbers to debate the i ssue. Recomrendati ons woul d t hen be
made to the Governnent on inplenenting it.

"Wt are starting a discussion. This nay take sone tine but let's try
expl aining the systemrather than rushing into it," Koh said.

Earlier, in his speech to conference del egates, he said the country was
at a cross-roads with the chall enges posed by gl obalisation, the Wrld
Trade Organisation and the Asean Free Trade Area.



The econoni c cake nmust grow for the benefit of the nation, and the party
and its | eaders were working towards that.
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