03/ 09/ 2001
Kuan Yew s visit nmay help sort out bilateral issues

Anni e Freeda Cruez; Sul ai man Jaaf ar

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Singapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s four-day
visit which began today is expected to help ease the thorny issues

pl agui ng bilateral ties between the two countries.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmi d Al bar said today chances were
that five issues, which both sides had earlier agreed to discuss as a
package, woul d be resol ved

These are the sale of water to Singapore; disagreement over the Points
of Agreenment (POA) for the devel opnent of railway | and owned by Keretap
Tanah Mel ayu Bhd; the status of the Custons, |Immgration and Quarantine
(ClQ facilities at Tanjong Pagar; the use of Ml aysian airspace by the
Si ngapore Air Force; and, Singapore Central Provident Fund (CPF)
wi t hdrawal s by Peni nsul ar Mal aysi ans who had worked in the republic.

"Di scussi ons showed that both sides are keen to find solutions to the
pr obl ens.

"We hope this visit will help patch up whatever differences between us
and bring us closer towards a pernanent sol ution."

Syed Hami d was speaking at Wsma Putra's Famly Day at Sunway Lagoon.

The Foreign Mnister said previous tal ks had cone to a dead-end because
of strong opinions held by both sides.

"But this tinme around, Singapore is nore willing to discuss proposal s
that we have brought up and we are also ready to hear their views."

Syed Hami d said on the CPF issue, for exanple, Ml aysia wants Peni nsul ar
Mal aysi ans be given the sane treatnment as Sabah and Sarawak fol k who were
allowed to withdraw their savings when they quit their jobs and returned
horre.

"However, we cannot solve this issue alone. The other issues in the
package nust be sol ved together," he added.

The visit will also enable the second generation of | eaders acconpanyi ng
Lee to make contacts with their counterparts here.

Lee is |l eading a del egation of three Mnisters, a Parlianentary
Secretary and officials, as a followup to his visit in August |ast year.

Lee and his del egati on had a cl osed-door dinner with 20 busi ness | eaders
and nenbers of the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute at the Sunway
Lagoon Resort today.

Tonmorrow, Lee is scheduled to neet Defence Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak and M nister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Rais Yatim

He will later join Syed Hami d for |unch.

Lee will also attend a dinner hosted by New Straits Tines Press (M
Berhad Group Editor-in-Chief Tan Sri Abdul | ah Ahnmad

On Tuesday, Lee will neet Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister
Tan Sri Muhyi ddin Yassin and nenbers of the Backbenchers C ub before
paying a courtesy call on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad at
his office in Putrajaya about 4pm

Lee will neet Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi at
5.30pmat his office before attending a dinner hosted by the latter at the
Sheraton | nperial Hotel.

On Wednesday, Lee and his delegation will nmeet a group of forner
M ni sters.
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