07/ 09/ 2001

Kuan Yew s statenent uncalled for, says Pas chi ef

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor today described as
"premature and uncalled for" the statenment by Singapore Senior M nister
Lee Kuan Yew that dealing with an Qpposition-Ied Ml aysi an gover nnment
woul d be "probl ematic".

Fadzil said Pas regretted that Lee had expressed his worry over a new
government ot her than the present one |l ed by Umo.

"The Barisan Alternatif has not been in contact or in discussion as yet
with the Singaporean governnment and any insinuation of a future enmty is
mut ual | y count er - producti ve.

"We trust that M Lee is wise enough to avoid political intrusion as he
would like to be treated reciprocally," Fadzil said in a statenent.

Yest erday, Lee, after reaching agreenents on bilateral issues with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, said:

"Supposedly we did not strike a deal and supposedly in 2004, God forbid,
you don't have an Ummo-1led Governnment to negotiate with...that's nore
probl ematic.”

Fadzi|l today said Pas was committed to a foreign policy that stressed on
freedomand neutrality with all peaceful countries.

It al so supported constructive engagenent and regi onal cooperation anong
Asean countries, he added.

"Wth such a conmitnment, we forsee a close relationship with any country
i ncludi ng Si ngapore, nore so that it is our imediate nei ghbour," said the
Pas chi eftai n.
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