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Kudos to Puteri Umo team

A. Kadir Jasin

PUTERI Ummo, the young woman's wi ng of Umo, was officially |aunched by
party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Friday at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre

It was the cul mi nation of nonths of hard work by Puteri's originator,
| awyer Azalina G hman Said, and nenbers of her pro temconmttee.

The idea of a junior wing for women cane about after the 1999 genera
el ection in response to the shift in Ml ay support, in particular the
yout h, fromUmo to Pas.

Among t he reasons cited for Umo's di sappointing performance in the
el ections was the exodus of young Malay voters fromthe party to Pas.

Credit nust be given to Azalina and her teamfor the idea. It was their
answer to the wi despread criticismthat young educated Mal ays were
ungrateful and had been misled into supporting the Opposition.

Despite the acknow edgenent that Unmo | ost the support of young Ml ays
in the 1999 el ections and Mal ay students in universities and coll eges were
| eani ng towards the Qpposition, Azalina's baby was nearly stillborn.

Sone elenents in Wanita, the wonen's wi ng of Umo, were not pleased with
the idea. They feared that Puteri would conpete with Wanita and cause
confusi on anong nenbers and supporters.

More than that, the traditionalists in Umo, nen and wonen ali ke, were
spooked by the yout hful enthusiasmand the outspokenness of Puteri's
pronot ers.

For along tine the party elders were not used to bei ng spoken to,
except probably at the annual general assenbly. More so being told that
they could be way off course in their efforts to reach out to young
educat ed Mal ays.

For nmore than a decade the handling of youth affairs, including reaching
out to students and nmenbers of the intellectual comunity, was
"franchi sed" to the forner deputy president and Deputy Prime Mnister,
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi m
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