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Li kas- Reacti on
LANDSLI DE W N SI GN OF CONTI NUED CONFI DENCE | N BN

KUALA LUMPUR, July 21 (Bernamm) -- The Barisan Nasional's (BN) thunping
victory in the Likas by-election today is a strong testinony of the
peopl e's confidence in the ruling party, BN | eaders said.

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihammad Muhanmad Tai b said the peopl e of
Li kas had shown that the BN was still the party to |lead the nation despite
attenpts by the opposition to tarnish its inage.

"Their (the opposition) scare tactics did not work this tinme around as
t he people of Likas are mature and know what is right and what is
wong...it is also an endorsenent for (Prine Mnister Datuk Seri) Dr
Mahat hir (Mohanmad), " he said.

VWile the opposition, particularly Parti Keadilan Nasional, was busy
trying to run down the governnent, the BN was working hard to i nprove the
peopl e's wel | -bei ng, he said.

"The peopl e of Likas have al so shown that the aggressive behavi our of
Keadi lan in its canpai gni ng has been rejected. They cannot behave in such a
manner to win the hearts of the people,” he added.

In the four-way contest, BN s Datuk Yong Teck Lee retained the seat
with an increased majority of 7,541 votes.

He polled 9, 758 votes conmpared with 2,217 votes by Dr Chong Eng Leong
of Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), 1,724 by Christina Liew of Parti Keadil an
Nasi onal and 50 by | ndependent Joshua Kong.

In the 1999 state election, Yong won with a majority of 4,962 votes.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the result was a strong
endorsenent for the | eadership of Dr Mahathir and his deputy Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmad Badawi .

"The result is an answer to all the criticisnms hurled at the BN
| eadership. It shows that the ruling party |ooks after the people no matter
where they are in the country,” he said.

He said the reduced votes for PBS, once a force to be reckoned with in
Sabah politics, showed that it was |osing support and that PBS should cone
into the BN fold to survive

"As for Keadilan, the result reflects the people's rejection of the
violent political strategies practised by the party. They could not do what
they did in the Lunas by-election," he said.

Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas said the BN
wi n was expected as the governnment had proven itself in bringing
devel opnent.

"They (the opposition) can go to the courts but the people have shown
that they are the decision nakers, and not certain politicians," he said.

"The result also indicates that the people of Likas are nature enough
to pick the best for thenselves, and that they want to see conti nued
devel opnent, " he added.

CGerakan acting president Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the people had
reaffirnmed their confidence in the BN by giving it the | andslide w n.

"It al so shows the close working rel ati onship between the BN conponent
parties, which proves to be an inportant factor in the crushing win," he
sai d.

He said the Likas voters had also rejected the negative politics
practised by the PBS and Keadil an during the canpai gni ng.

Federal Territory Umo chi ef Datuk Tengku Adnan Mansor said the result
was a clear indication that the people of Sabah rejected the opposition



whi ch he cl ained spread |ies about the governnent and its | eaders.

"The BN's big win clearly shows that the people do not like the style
adopted by the opposition, especially the use of force,"” he said.

Tengku Adnan, who is Deputy Mnister in the Prine Mnister's
Departnent, said the bigger majority achi eved by Yong despite a | ower
turnout, was al so an endorsenment by the people of the present system of
admi ni stration.

I n KOTA KI NABALU, BN Yout h chai rman Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said
the victory was a clear nessage that the people wanted the BN to continue
with the state's devel opnent agenda.

"Previously they had hurled all sorts of allegations and said we did
not have support, but today's big majority clearly shows that the people
are still together with the BN," he told reporters.

H shanmuddi n said the victory would spur the BN to continue with its
programes until the next general election.

He said the BN Youth's focus after this would be the Sarawak state
el ection, which should be held by Nov 18 this year.

"My friends and I will go to Sarawak, and we will be mndful of the
| ocal sensitivities to work as a teamto ensure BN s victory in the state,”
he said.

Sabah Chief Mnister and state BN chief Datuk Chong Kah Kiat said the
| andslide victory was the result of the close cooperation anong the BN
conponent parties and their |eaders.

"I thank the BN components and our friends fromthe peninsula, the (BN
Yout h novenents and Puteri Umo," he said.

Paying tribute to Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, he said: "W thank you very nuch Pak Lah, w thout you we can't
achi eve such a huge mgjority."

Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Tan Sri Joseph Kurup said
Yong's big win showed that nore people in Sabah had accepted the BN

"The victory al so indicates that the Kadazandusun and Murut communities
in the state are with the BN, " he said.

Sabah Gerakan chi ef Datuk Ji nmy Chok Kon Phin said the resounding
victory was a "well deserved victory, a victory for the rakyat of Sabah".

State M C chief V. Jothy said the result indicated that nost people in
Sabah no | onger supported the opposition.

"Their support for BN was evident in the heavy majority and we are
t hankful for the people in Likas for giving BN the mandate,” he said.

Uni ted Pasok Monobgun Kadazan Murut Organi sation (UPKO)
secretary-general Datuk Wences Anggang said the victory showed that all
sections of people, regardl ess of race, had swung their votes in favour of
t he BN

"This is healthy. The voters know what to choose because it is only the
BN that will contribute to every section of people,” he said.
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