18/ 04/ 2001
Language is a store of know edge, says Sanusi

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Anni e Freeda Cruez; P. Sharmni

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - While universities are in the business of acquiring
and di ssem nati ng know edge, the command, ability and know edge of any

| anguage is of utnost inportance, said International Islanmc University
Mal aysi a president Tan Sri Sanusi Junid today.

"Just as noney is a storage of values, |anguage is a store of know edge.
Unl ess the required know edge is available in a | anguage we know, we are
required to know the | anguage in which that know edge is available," he
sai d.

"Whi |l e schol ars were busy transl ati ng books of know edge into the
| anguage we know thus enriching that | anguage, it is only when the speed
of translation was faster than the growth of know edge that we can be
satisfied that, in the distant future, there would be enough know edge in
t he | anguage we under st and.

"As there is no obstacle or obstruction agai nst anybody | earni ng anot her
| anguage which is rich in know edge, our choice in isolating oursel ves
fromthe | anguage with nore knowl edge can be regarded as vol untary
i mprisonnent. Qur | anguage is then our prison," he said.

Sanusi said it was in this light that the university was planning to
teach nore | anguages ot her than Arabic, English and Ml ay.

"Greater access to know edge will nmake us freer from our |anguage
prison," he said at the opening of the I1UMand the second general
conference of the Federation of the Universities of the Islamic Wrld by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad t oday.

I n thanking Dr Mahat hir for choosing the university to be the host of
the International Institute for MuslimuUnity, Sanusi said: "The unity of
the Muslims in this country, and the support of all races from al
religions, have resulted in the establishment of this university."

He expressed hope towards building a united Unmah so that future Mislins
can live in a better and safer world.

Sanusi al so thanked the del egates from 148 universities in the Mislim
wor |l d and observers fromall Mislimcountries for choosing Il UMas the
host university and Mal aysia as the host country to be the venue for this
second general conference.
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